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City of Black River Falls Common Council
Jay Eddyt Mayor
Erin Ravet Ward 1 Alderperson
Michael Ravet Ward 1 Alderperson, Council President
Jacob Peloquirt Ward 2 Alderperson
Gary Ammannt Ward 2 Alderperson
Kylee Wussow Ward 3 Alderperson
Desiree Gearing-Lancastekard 3 Alderperson
Justin Doughertyt Ward 4 Alderperson
Joel Bussd Ward 4 Alderperson

City of Black River Falls Plan Commission
Jay Eddyt Mayor
Michael Ravet Alderperson
Marc McDowelt Member
Randy Eddyt Member
Jared Smitht Member
Anneliese Eddy Member

Dennis Guenthet Member

Mississippi River
Regional Planning Commission
Jon Bingolt Executive Director

Ken Harwoodt Planner

Sarah Oftet Senior Office Manager

Jack Zabrowski Senior Planner
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Forward to 2045: A Bold Vision for Black River Falls
City of Black River Falls Comprehensive Plan 20245

Forward 2045 provides a strategic vision ] JvP §Z ][3C[s PE}ASZ v A 0}%u
§Z v £S5 3A} eX 0]Pv A]S8Z t]e }ve]v[s Ju%/E #}ve]A Wo vv]v
66.1001(1) and 66.1001(2)), this plan establishes a clear roadmap for buildisijeante

thriving, and sustainable community.

Grounded in an analysis of current conditiorsuch as demographics, land use, transportation,
and economic trendsv this plan defines actionable goals and objectives. These goals address
critical areas including land use, housing, transportation, economic dawelot, utilities,
natural and cultural resources, and community services. The plan also reflectsube aal
*% ]E 3]}ve }( E ¢] vSeU vepuE]JvP 3Z & A oyl¥sC[vderpy]Pve A]SZ &
vision.

This plan will guide decision-makers and city leaders in creating a tvdwanomy, protecting
natural and cultural assets, and enhancing the quality of life forealtlents. With ongoing
assessment and updates, the City of Black River Falls is committed to fpgpewth and
preserving its unique character for the future.
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Year City of Black River Falls Jackson County Wisconsin
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2016 1,671 9,772 2,649,597
2022 1,755 1,588 9,646* 2,734,511
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https://blackriverfallswi.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/BRF-Housing-Needs-Assessment-2017.pdf
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sahie/technical-documentation/source-and-accuracy.html
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City of Black River Falls
Year Built Jackson County Wisconsin
# %
Built 2020 or later 0 0% 0% 0%
Built 2010 to 2019 27 2% 7% 6%
Built 2000 to 2009 156 9% 19% 12%
Built 1990 to 1999 133 8% 13% 13%
Built 1980 to 1989 164 9% 9% 10%
Built 1970 to 1979 235 13% 12% 14%
Built 1960 to 1969 279 16% 8% 10%
Built 1950 to 1959 292 17% 8% 11%
Built 1940 to 1949 89 5% 4% 5%
Built 1939 or earlier 380 22% 21% 19%
Total 1,755 100% 9,646 2,734,511

Source: ACS 2022 5- Year Estimates, S2504 Physical Housing Characteristiqgaddri@eing Units
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https://www.zillow.com/research/data/
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City of Black River Falls
Occupancy Status Jackson County Wisconsin
# %
Owner Occupied 978 56% 76% 68%
Renter Occupied 777 44% 24% 32%
Total 1,755 100% 100% 100%
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City of Black River Falls

Tud B

Industrial Site - Existing Business & Industry

 BUSINESS & INDUSTRY

1. Regal Beloit Corporation

2. Wazee Sports Center

3. Land O'Lakes Animal Milk Plant
4. Duckert Enterprises (For Sale)

N 5. Meisters Forest Products

6. Nelson Global Products
7. Railroad Spur Storage, LLC
8. Hi-Boom Erecting, Inc

9. Ho-Chunk Nation Dept. of Social Services 3

10. Flashd.com

= 11. Riverfront Foundation

12. High Bluff Holdings

1 13. Antler King Trophy Products

14. Century Link
15. Montessori Academy

1] 16. Ho-Chunk Behavioral Health
11 17. Ho-Chunk Health Care Center

18. Ho-Chunk Nation Tribal Office
19. Jackson County Parks and Recreation
20. Jackson Correctional Institution

|
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Workers
Industry
# %
Civilian employed population 16 years and over 1113 102)0
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 75 5%
Construction 68 | 5%
Manufacturing 228 | 16%
Wholesale trade 0 0%
Retail trade 206 | 14%
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 58 4%
Information 60 | 4%
Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 39 3%
Professional, scientific, and managemer.lt, and administrative and waste managem 126 | 9%
services
Educational services, and health care and social assistance 177 | 12%
Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 127 | 9%
Other services, except public administration 108 | 8%
Public administration 159 | 11%
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Industry Projected Change from 2016 to 2026
Goods Producing 2.7%
Natural Resources and Mining 7.9%
Construction 10.3%
Manufacturing -0.1%
Services Providing 8.4%
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 9.2%
Information -11.7%
Financial Activities 12.8%
Professional and Business Services 13.1%
Education and Health Services 8.7%
Leisure and Hospitality 9.8%
Other Services (except Government) 6.1%
Government 2.5%
Self-Employed 8.9%
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City of Black River Falls
Zoning

- Central Business District

Highway Business
- District

- Interchange Business
District

- Shopping Mall District

General Industrial
L District

Two Family Residential
District{Duplex)

Lot Line Residential
District

- Single-Family
Residential District
Single Family

Residential District

Multi-Family Residential
- District

Mobile Home Park
District

Rural Development
- District

D City Boundary
== Major Roads
@ Black River
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Zoning Type Acres % of Land

Central Business District 100 4%

Highway Business District 80 3%

Interchange Business District 9 0%

Shopping Mall District 345 15%

General Industrial District 280 12%

Single Family Residential District 454 19%

Single Family Residential District 220 9%

Multi-Family Residential District 361 15%

Mobile Home Park District 6 0%

Rural Development District 496 21%

Two Family Residential District (Duplex) 5 0%

Lot Line Residential District 15 1%
Total 2,371 100%
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Lot Line Residential District

Two Family Residential District (Duplex)
Rural Development District
Mobile Home Park District
Multi-Family Residential District
Single Family Residential District
Single Family Residential District
General Industrial District
Shopping Mall District
Interchange Business District
Highway Business District

Central Business District

0%

5% 10% 15%

20%

25%
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City of Black River Falls
Percent Slope

==

0%-5%
5%-15%
15%-25%
[ 25%-35%
B 35+%
= City Boundary
== Major Roads

@ Black River

i [-94

N
Elevation (ft)
P 1383

_— 717
= City Boundary
=== Major Roads

@ Black River

1-94
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Acres % of Land Change from 2015 to 2023
Land Use
2015 2023 2015 2023 Acres %
Residential 176 201 119 179 25 14%
Commercial 278 330 109 69 52 19%
Manufacturing 116 104 io9 iT9 -12 -10%
Agricultural 15 26 19 19 11 73%
Undeveloped 60 27 09 19 -33 -55%
Agricultural Forest 0 0 i9 i9 0 0%
Forest Lands 176 173 119 119 -3 -2%
Other 0 0 19 i9 0 0%
Total 821 861 iii9 119 40 5%
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Other

Forest Lands
Agricultural Forest
Undeveloped
Agricultural
Manufacturing
Commercial
Residential

0% 15% 30% 45%

City of Black River Falls
Existing Land Use

Developed, High
- Intensity

- Developed, Low
Intensity

Crop Rotation

Cranberries
1| Forage Grassland
B 1dle Grassland
B cConiferous Forest

- Broad-leaved Deciduous|
Forest

Mixed Deciduous/
L Coniferous Forest

Open Water

Floating Aquatic
Herbaceous Vegetation

I Emergent/Wet Meadow
I Lowland Scrub/Shrub
B Forested Wetland
B Barren

I shrubland

= City Boundary

= Major Roads
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N City of Black River Falls
Wards

Ward 1

Ward 2
Word 3 > 12 : a7 15
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Ho Chunk Nation Land

= City Boundary
Major Roads

54
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Year City of Black River Falls Jackson County | Wisconsin
2000 3,618 19,100 5,363,675
2010 3,622 20,449 5,686,986
2020 3,523 21,145 5,893,718
2030 3,725 23,200 6,375,910
2040 3,565 23,290 6,491,635
Percent Change 2000-2020 -3% 11% 10%
Percent Change 2020-2040 1% 10% 10%
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City of Black River
Race Falls Jackson County | Wisconsin
# %
White 3,039 86% 85% 79%
Black or African American 37 2% 2% 6%
American Indian and Alaska Native 213 6% 6% 1%
Asian 12 0% 1% 3%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islan 0 0% 1% 0%
Some Other Race 33 1% 1% 3%
Two or More Races 189 5% 4% 8%
Total 3,523 100% 100% 100%
AMUE W h™ vepe TiTi td o Wi Z
d o Z CtE& ]Jvisz ]8C}( o | Z]JA E & oo
Ward 1 Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4
Race
# % # % # % # %
White 861 | 86% | 871 | 87% |537| 85% | 750| 84%
Black or African American 16 2% 9 1% 4 1% 5 1%
American Indian and Alaska Native | 60 6% 55 6% | 47 7% 90 | 10%
Asian 7 1% 4 0% 2 0% 3 0%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islan¢ 10 1% 9 1% 4 1% 8 1%
Some Other Race 46 5% 52 5% | 36 6% 39 4%
Two or More Races 1000 | 100% | 1000| 100% | 630 | 100% | 895| 100%
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Age City of Black River Falls (# City of Black River Fall| Jackson County Wisconsin
Under 5 years 165 5% 6% 5%
5to 9 years 313 9% 6% 6%
10 to 14 years 179 5% 6% 7%
15 to 19 years 123 4% 6% 7%
20 to 24 years 167 5% 5% 7%
25 to 29 years 138 4% 6% 6%
30 to 34 years 191 5% 6% 6%
35 to 39 years 372 11% 7% 7%
40 to 44 years 140 4% 5% 6%
45 to 49 years 112 3% 6% 6%
50 to 54 years 190 5% 6% 6%
55 to 59 years 112 3% 7% 7%
60 to 64 years 384 11% 8% 7%
65 to 69 years 351 10% 7% 6%
70 to 74 years 138 4% 5% 5%
75 to 79 years 181 5% 4% 3%
80 to 84 years 129 4% 2% 2%
85 years and over 103 3% 2% 2%
Total population 3,488 100% 100% 100%
Median Age x) 43 42 40
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City of Black River Fallg
Educational Attainment Jackson County] Wisconsin
# %
Less than 9th grade 15 1% 2% 2%
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 74 3% 6% 5%
High school graduate (includes equivalenc 1345 53% 44% 30%
Some college, no degree 478 19% 21% 20%
Associate's degree 147 6% 11% 11%
Bachelor's degree 300 12% 11% 21%
Graduate or professional degree 182 7% 5% 11%
High school graduate or higher 2452 97% 92% 93%
Bachelor's degree or higher 482 19% 16% 32%
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Introduction to the Comprehensive Plan Survey

The City of Black River Falls conducted a survey in August and September 2024 to gather community input in support of
the city's Comprehensive Plan. The survey was designed to identify community priorities and satisfaction levels with
existing services, providing valuable insights to guide future planning efforts.

The survey was promoted through the City's website, social media, word of mouth, and other local channels to encourage
broad participation. A full list of the survey questions can be found in the appendix of the Comprehensive Plan, and detailed
survey results are available for download in .csv format via a link in the plan,

In the survey, respondents were asked to rate various issues on a scale ranging from "Extremely important” to "Mot at all
important.”" The rating scale was as follows:

e« 5 =Extremely important

s 4 =Veryimportant

« 3 = Moderately important

e 2 =Slightly important

s 1=Notat allimportant

These ratings were then converted into numerical values, with 5 being the highest and 1 being the lowest. The averages
{means) of these ratings were calculated to report results in tables and to summarize the key findings of the survey.

In addition, respondents were also asked to rate their satisfaction with existing services using the same scale and
methodology. This is noted in the relevant sections where satisfaction is evaluated.

Demographic Overview:

A total of 114 people participated in the City of Black River Falls Comprehensive Plan Survey. Of these, 59% (67
respondents) reside within the city limits, 10% live in the Town of Brockway, and 20% live elsewhere in Jackson County.
Amaong city residents, Ward 3 was notably underrepresented, with only 9% of respondents from that ward, while other
wards accounted for at least 26% each.

Where Do You Live?

A

= City of Black River Falls = QOutside Jackson County

Somewhere else in Jackson County = Town of Brockway

Employment:

Most respondents (70%) work full-time, with retirees making up 18% and part-time workers 7%. Unemployment and
student representation were minimal. Work |ocations varied significantly: 48% of respondents work in Black River Falls,
27% outside Jackson County, 20% elsewhere in Jackson County, and 6% in the Town of Brockway. Even among city residents,
only 51% work in the city, with 30% working outside the county and 17% within Jackson County.

M?séissippi River Rﬁgional Banning Commission
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Where Do You Work?

A

= City of Black River Falls = Qutside the County

= Somewhere else in Jackson Count = Town of Brockway

Housing:

Homeownership is prevalent, with 80% of respondents owning their homes, 17% renting, and 4% staying with friends or
family. On average, respondents live with 2.96 people, with homeowners averaging slightly more (3.00) than renters (2.63).
Those staying with friends or family reported an average household size of 4.00. Household sizes also varied by location,
with 2.75 people per household in the City of Black River Falls, 4,00 outside the county, 3.36 elsewhere in Jackson County,
and 2.9 in the Town of Brockway. Within the city, Ward 2 had the largest households (3.18), while Ward 4 had the smallest

(2.43).

% of Respondents by Household Size
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Age Distribution:

The age distribution was fairly representative across all age groups. The only underrepresented group was those aged 18—
24, comprising 4% of respondents. Every other age group had at least 14% representation, with the largest group being
45-54 years old (25%).
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Additional Property and Business Ownership:
About 26% of respondents own additional property, primarily recreational land (64%) or income property (14%).

Additionally, 15% of respondents are business owners.

Cammunity Observations and Recommendations:
Survey respondents were asked which attributes the City of Black River Falls should prioritize. There was broad consensus

that nearly all areas are important to support. Even the lowest-ranked issue, volunteerism, was still considered very
important.
The top five priorities, with the highest average scores, were:

1. Education

2. Quality of life

3. Health care

4. Job apportunities

5. Affordable housing

These priorities remained consistent across various demographics, including whether respondents lived in the city or their
specific ward. However, there were some predictable variations by age group. For respondents aged 35-44 and 45-54,
education ranked as the top concern, while for those aged 55-64 and 65+, health care emerged as the most important

jssue,

Overall, respondents indicated that nearly all community attributes need attention, but these five areas clearly stood out
as the most pressing cancerns.
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;Cnmmunity Observations | Average Importance Rating
Education 4.6
| Quality of Life 4.6
Health Care 4.5
Available Job Opportunities | 4.5
| Affordable Housing 4.4
Housing 4.3
| Business suppart 4.3
Child Care 4.2
Natural Resources 4.2
| Economic Opportunities 4.2
Property Taxes 4.2
Community Engagement 4.1
Recreational Opportunities | 4.0
Volunteerism 3.8

Housing Issues and Recommendations:
Respondents were asked which housing issues the City of Black River Falls should prioritize. While there was less consensus
compared to other community priorities, the lowest-scoring issue, mobile homes, still received a 2.4 out of 5. The top five
areas of focus were:
1. Affordable housing
Public sewer and water
Parks and public lands
Development near existing services
Apartments and multi-family housing

L

Responses varied more by demographic than geography, with the largest differences between renters and homeowners.
Renters generally favored stronger support for all housing issues, particularly affordable housing and apartments, while
homeowners expressed lower levels of suppeort across most areas. Homeowners, in particular, showed less support for
maobile and manufactured homes compared to the overall response.

Interestingly, geographic location had less impact on responses than whether respondents rented or owned their homes.

| Housing Issues Average Importance Rating
Affordable Housing 43
| Public Sewer and Water 4.1
Parks and Public Lands 3.8
Encouraging Development in Proximity To Existing Services 3.5
| Apartments/Multi-Family 3.5
Proximity To School, Services, and Retail 33
Zoning and Land Use 3.3
| Housing Density 3.2
Manufactured Home 2.9
Accessory Dwelling Units (Second Housing Unit on Existing Froperty) | 2.8
| Tiny Homes 2.5
Mobile Homes 2.4
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Business and Economic Development:
When asked about priorities for business development in the City of Black River Falls, respondents identified the following
top five areas:

1. Healthcare

2. Education and job training

3. Technology

4. Tourism and recreation

5. Retail and service industries

There was broad agreement on these priorities, with minimal variation across different demographics or geographic areas.
One notable area with a low level of support was for mining, which received a score of just 2.3, indicating limited
community interest in encouraging mining activities.

| Business Sectors Average Importance Rating
Healthcare 4.4
Education/Joh Training 4.1
Technology 4.0
Tourism and Recreation 3.9
Retail and Service 3.9
| Light Industrial 3.7
Professional Services 36
Renewahle Energy 3.6
Shipping and Distribution 3.5
Heavy Industrial 3.3
Industrial Parks 3.2
| Tenured Employment at Mid-Range Businesses | 3.0
Mining 2.3

Public Transportation Priorities:
Respondents were asked to identify which public transpartation issues the region should focus on. The top five pricrities

were:
1. Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) services
2. Senior, veterans, and medical transit services
3. SMRT Regional Bus Transit System
4. Bike and pedestrian trails
5. Bike and pedestrian routes

There was very little variation in responses across both geography and demographics, with these issues consistently ranked
as top priorities by respondents from all wards and both within and outside the city.

Transit Priorities Average Importance Rating
ADRC (For Seniors and People With Disabilities) 4.2
Transportation Services (Senior, Veterans, Medical Transit, etc.)| 4.1
5.M.R.T Bus Regional Transit System 35
Bike/Pedestrian Trails 33
Bike/Pedestrian Routes 3.3
Ride Hailing Services (Uber, Lyft, Taxis) 32
Bus (Regional/Mational) 3.1
Ride Sharing 2.9
Rail Transit 26
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Street and Transportation Priorities:
Respondents were asked to identify which street and transportation areas the City of Black River Falls should prioritize.
The top five issues were:

1. Seasonal maintenance (snow, erosion, potholes)

2. Localfcity streets

3. Infrastructure (bridges, culverts, etc.)

4, Sidewalks and trails

5. Traffic controls and safety

Multi-use trails for ATVs received notably low support, with an average score of 2.6. There was very little variation in
responses across both geography and demographics, with these issues consistently ranked as top priorities by respondents
from all wards and both within and outside the city.

| Transportation Priorities Average Importance Rating
Seasonal Maintenance (Snow, Erosion, Potholes) | 4.4

Local/City Streets 4.3

Infrastructure [Bridges, Culverts, etc.) 4.2

Sidewalks and Trails 3.9

Traffic Controls and Safety 3.2
| State and Federal Highways 3.6

Parking 3.5

Mew Street Construction 3.0

Multi-Use [ATVs) 2.6

Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Priorities:
Respondents were asked to identify which agricultural, natural, and cultural issues the City of Black River Falls should
prioritize. The top five issues were:
1. Lakes, rivers, and waterways
County or community parks
Land conservation (erosion, flood, storms)
Wildlife and game
Forests

L

While there was strong support for most areas, recreational ATV trails received notably lower support. There was very little
variation in responses across both geography and demographics, with these issues consistently ranked as top priorities by
respendents from all wards and both within and outside the city.

Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Priorities | Average Importance Rating
Lakes, Rivers, and Waterways 4.2
County Or Community Parks 3.9
Land Conservation (Erosion, Flood, Storms) | 39
Wildlife and Game 3.8
Forests | 3.8
Farmland Preservation 3.8
Cultural and Historic Landmarks | a7
Wetlands 3.6
Land Conservancies | 3.6
Bike and Pedestrian Trails 3.5
State Parks 35
Recreational ATV Trails 2.9
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Utilities and Community Facilities Quality:
Respondents were asked to rate the current quality of utilities and community facilities in the City of Black River Falls. The
top-rated services were:

1. Natural gas

2. Trash collection

3. Electricity

Areas noted for improvement included TV service, landline phone, and internet. However, these services were still rated
as "Average," indicating they are not viewed as poor. There was broad agreement on these ratings among both city
residents and those living outside the city, with no significant variation across wards within the city.

Utilities and Community Facilities | Average Service Rating
Natural Gas 3.9
Trash Collection 3.8
Electricity 3.8
Recycling 35
Cellular Reception 3.3
Solid Waste/Landfill 3.2
TV Service 3.2
Landline Phone 3.1
Internet 2l

Renewable Energy and Environmental Priorities
Respondents were asked to identify which renewable energy and environmental issues the City of Black River Falls should
prioritize. The top three priorities were:

1. Drinking water

2. Solar projects

3. Agricultural pollution prevention

There was little variation in responses based on demographics or whether respondents lived inside or outside the city.
However, within the city, Ward 3 residents placed a significantly higher priority on these issues, with a median score of 4.2
across all categories, compared to 3.6 for respondents overall. Ward 3 also showed more emphasis on the hydroelectric
system and less on solar projects.

Mining received very low support across the board, with a score of 2.2, reflecting a consistent lack of interest in mining
throughout the survey.

Renewable Energy and Environmental Priorities | Average Importance Rating
Drinking Water 4.6
Solar Projects 3.6
Agriculture Pollution Prevention 3.6
Hydroelectric Systems 3.6
Distribution (Power Lines) 3.6
Carbon Emissions 3.1
Wind Projects 3.0
Mining 2.2
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Support for City Environmental Initiatives
The survey asked respondents how they felt about the City supporting various initiatives. The top five initiatives with the
most support were:

1.

2
3.
4,
5

Water conservation and treatment
Recycling

Pollution reduction

Renewable energy

Encouraging development near existing infrastructure

Initiatives with notably lower support included electric vehicle usage and charging options, as well as residential

requirements for EV charging, both of which scored below 3.

Support for environmental initiatives varied slightly by geography. City residents expressed more support for these issues
compared to those living outside the city. Within the city, Wards 3 and 4 showed stronger support than Wards 1 and 2.

Environmental Initiatives

Average Importance Rating

Water Conservation and Treatment 4.0
Recycling 3.9
Pollution Reduction | 3.7
Renewable Energy 3.7
Encouraging Development to Existing Development | 3.6
Runoff Reduction 3.6
Sustainable Building Design | 3.6
Solar Power 3.5

Commercial Building Codes Requires Energy Efficiency | 3.5

Reduce Carbon Emissions

3.3

Residential Building Codes Regquire Energy Efficiency | 3.2
Electric Vehicle Usage and Charging Options 2.6
Residential Requirement for EV Charging | 2.2

Key Issues for Future Development
Respondents were also asked to identify the issues they believe will have the most positive impact on development in the
City of Black River Falls over the next 10 years, with the option to select up to four. The five most commonly selected issues

were:
1. Costof living
2. Education
3. Employment and jobs
4. Child care
5. Housing development

There was minimal variation in responses across different demographics or geographic areas, indicating broad agreement
on these priorities for the city's future growth.
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Issues # of Responses | % of Responses
Cost Of Living 55 46%

Education 54 45%
Employment/lobs 47 35% |
Child Care 45 38%

Housing Development 44 37% |
Health Care 34 28%

Business Development | L 3% |
Recreation,/Tourism 28 23%

Infrastructure 21 18% |
Finding Qualified Employees | 20 17%

Internet Access 18 15% |
Community Engagement 17 14%

Streets 16 13% |

Cammunity Feedback: "Big Idea" for Black River Falls
Residents of Black River Falls were asked to share their "Big Idea" for the city. The responses highlighted a wide range of
perspectives, with a focus on several key areas for improvement:

1. Infrastructure: Many respondents emphasized the need for upgrades to roads, bridges, and public facilities,
Suggestions included enhancing street maintenance, improving walkability, and expanding bike trails.

2. Business Development: Residents called for more diverse business opportunities, including new retail stores,
restaurants, and lecal job creation. There was also strong interest in supporting small businesses and attracting
new industries to boost the local economy.

3. Community Safety: Enhancing public safety was a common theme, with suggestions far increased police presence,
better traffic control, and improved lighting in public areas to make the city safer for all residents.

4. Quality of Life Improvements: Respondents expressed a desire for more recreational facilities, parks, and
community events. Ideas included adding more family-friendly amenities, improving access to green spaces, and
creating more opportunities for community engagement.

M.i;sissippi River Rﬁgional Banning Commission

Bulfalo, Crawford, Jackson, La Crosse, Monroe, Pepin, Pierce, Trempealeau, and Yernon



$SSHQGL[ %

a;’ MISSISSIppI River Rﬁglonal Bannlng Commission

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN
for the Update of the City of Black River Falls Comprehensive Plan 2023-2024

1. Introduction

Section 66.1001(4)(a) of Wisconsin Statutes requires the governing body of the local government unit to
adopt written procedures designed to foster public participation, including open discussions,
communication programs, information services, and public meetings for which advance notice is provided,
in every stage in the preparation of the updated comprehensive plan. These written procedures contained
within this Public Participation Plan have been developed to meet this requirement. This Plan will guide
public participation throughout the City's Comprehensive Planning Update Process.

This Public Participation Program offers all citizens, businesses, other units of government, and other
parties a range of opportunities to participate through the planning process in a meaningful way to shape
the future of the City. Effective public input is critical for the success of this planning process because it is
the citizens, businesses, and other organizations that will experience the results of the objectives, policies,
goals and programs of the Comprehensive Plan in the future.

The participation program is designed to be inclusive. |t encourages people to participate in the process and
to maximize the effectiveness of their contributions. The opportunities are open to everyone.

Qur public participation process will:

. Ensure all planning decisions are open to public comment;
. Produce better planning decisions;
. Support and add credibility to all City decision-making processes
. Provide opportunities to disseminate information about the Plan and process to all
segments of the City;
. Strengthen the relationship between our decision makers, residents, and stakeholders,
2, Public Participation Methods and Opportunities

Black River Falls has established the following list of public participation methods and opportunities.
a. Open Plan Commission Meetings

Plan Commission meetings scheduled during the Black River Falls Comprehensive Plan update process will
have an agenda item providing the opportunity for any public comment on or regarding the City's
Comprehensive Plan.

h. Review and Distribution of the Planning Documents

During the Comprehensive Plan update process the public may review and obtain copies of proposed,
alternative, or amended elements of the City’s Comprehensive Plan from the City upon request. This
information may also be distributed through the City's website.

c. Website

The City will post on its website information related to the City’s Comprehensive Plan update planning
process. This information may include agendas, minutes, draft plan elements, amendments, reports, maps,
and photographs.
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