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Introduction

The purpose of this plan is to provide guidance to Vernon County for the preservation, future acquisition,
development, and improvements of outdoor recreation and open space facilities. The plan provides details of
public recreation and open space areaghm the County, along with general information on recreation
opportunities on school, county, and state properties in the area. The plan will assist Vernon County in meeting
the present and future outdoor recreational needs of its residents.

The completion of this§ear Outdoor Recreation Plan followed by B2 dzy i @ Qa | R2LIiA 2y 2F O
the@dzyieQa LINRP2SOGa StAIAOGES F2NJ OFNA2dza aidl S FyR 7
of Natural Resources (WDNR). Aduditilly, the preparation of the plan is an efficient way to plan for the

allocation of funds to be placed toward future recreation opportunities in the community.

The inventory of outdoor recreation facilities is included in the documastirveywas postR 2y G KS [/ 2 dzy
website and distributed by theand and Water Conservation Departmémgather feedback about outdoor

recreational facilities and opportunities. Staff provided input regarding-land shortterm goals of the

| 2dzy (@ Q& 2 dziipakLahd odtdd@ Bidadedi A 2 Y

Potential projects for the future are identified based on input from staff and-teng planning initiatives
NEIINRAY3I FdzidzNE YIAYyGSylFyOS IyR LINAR2NRGASE FT2NJ GKS
to guide future decisions for investment. They begin on the next page.

Vernon County requested the Mississippi River Regional Planning Commission to coordinate and prepare this
Outdoor Recreation Plan. The Regional Planning Commission staff, recognizingehef ¢albrdinating all

outdoor recreational planning into an integrated document, proposed for all Towns and incorporated
communities to be included in this plan. The County agreed and the County Board Chairman invited all
communities to participate in th€ounty planning process. The Plan will be adopted by the County and each
participating municipality before it is effective in the given jurisdiction.






1.Goals Objectivesand Stewardship

The following aré&/ernon Count® goals and objectives to guidetdoor recreation planning, coordination, and
development

Goall/ 2y iAydzS (2 YIAyGrAy (GKS [/ 2dzyieéQa 2dziR22NJ LI NJ |
Objectives: al Ay dl Ay YR AYLNR@S (GKS | OO0OSaaAroArAtAde 2F (K
Strive for new and existing facilities to meet the needs of all citizens, including children,
teenagers, the elderly, and individuals with mobility challenges.
Provide yearround outdoor recreation facilities and opportunities.

a2yAld2N) 6KS 3ISYySNIf 20SNIrftf O2yRAUGAZY 2F GKS
and establish an outdoor recreatidmprovements Program.

Goal 2: Protect and enhance the igue natural resources within Vernon County.

Objectives:  Maintainard buildl 6 NBySaa 2F (KS @dzZ ySNIoAfAlGe 2F (K
the bluffs, KickapopBad Axeand Mississippi River, andatersheds
t NEOARS FFHOATtAGASE GKIFG SyroftS NBONBIFGAZ2YI €
resources without causing any adverse impacts on these resources.

D2Ff oY !aS (GKS /2dzyieQa NBaz2dz2NOSa STFAOASyGfte I yR
park and recreational needs of the County.
Objectives:  Evaluate recreation facility usage.
Monitor state and federal grant programs for future park development. Apply for funds if
appropriate.

Provide adequate facilities at existing parRefore anyadditional park land acquisition
determine thepotential costs and benefits of all development op@ojectprior to undertaking
the project.

Goal 4:Provideand improve public access to outdoor recreation land and water.

Objectives:  GatherinpuNB I NRAY 3 GKS [/ 2dzy @& Qa 2 dzi RpatherstoBID NS I { A
include the WDNR, Vernon County, clubs, and otliganizations

Goal 5: Promoteoutdoor recreation as a means to better public health and wellnesswell a major assdb
draw visitors for tourism

Objectives:  Improve the coordination and cooperation of the County and other public or private entities in
developing promoting,and using all current and future outdoor recreation areas.



Stewardship

Itis Vernon 2 dzy (i & QfasteBatvardnessi ahd experiences that build an ethic of stewardship and
responsibility to care for natural and cultural resources and outdoor recreation infrastrusilite.agrowing
population and increased demands ¥ernon Count@ & napai®s and public lands, the need for responsible
stewardship obur CountyQ éritical places is urgent. This priority emphasizesiieed to continue the 203-
2023SCORP efforts to build a stronger etlricong everyone who spends time in our public latd open
spaces, preventing degradation to landscapes and respeetijnyable recreational experiences for all.

Conservation is intrinsically linked with recreatioour land,water and wildlife proxde the natural beauty on
which our entirerecreation economy is built. Conservation of these resources is essential to ensure the quality
of our outdoor recreational experiencesnd the sustainability of the land, wateand wildlife themselves.

Outdoor volunteerism, conservation cor@nd other stewardshiprganizations provide an important source of
support in maintaining recreational land use, rehabilitating areas damagéddxls and fire, educating the

public aboutnatural resources, andultivating leaders who care for public and private lands.

The Seven Principles of Leave No Trace provide an easily understood framework of minimum impact practices
for anyone visiting the outdoors. Although Leave No Trace hasats in backcountry settings, the Principles

have been adapted so that they can be applied anywherfieom remote wilderness areas, to local parks and

even in your own backyard. They also apply to almost every recreational a¢itynore information o Leave

No Trace Principles visittps://Int.org/why/7 -principles/.

Leave No Trace Seven Principles

Plan ahead and prepare. 1 Minimize campfire impactée careful with
Travel and camp on durable surfaces. fire).
Dispose of waste properly. Respect wildlife.

1
1
1
1 Leave what you find. Be considerate of other visitors.

=A =
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2.Descriptionof Planning Area

Natural Resources of Vernon County

+SNy2y [/ 2dzyie ra 20l T
Western Upland. This in the Driftless Area, a ‘

regionuntouched by glacig#d ¢ KS y I YS |
comes from the root word drift, also meaning,till - AR
and, where no glaciers touched, no till could be j
deposited.The sculped topography was carved o{ - 3
by glacial melt 11,000 yeaggjo by retreating S L
glaciersWhat remains are scenic ridges and
valleys that make up the area now commonly ; i
NEFSNNBR 2 +Fa GKS a/ 2| .

Size and LocatioMernon County is comprised of (
515,200 acresapproximately805 square miles. '
The County is 46 miles at its widest point and 21
miles at its longest point. The County is bordered}:
on its north by La Crosse and Monroe Counties of e

the east by Juneau and Sauk Counties, and on tl Vernon Coun win
south by Richland and Crawford Counties. The : .
main channel of the Mississippi River and the Sta 9
of Minnesota border the County to the west. St e s
Vernon County has liBcorporated communities N b

and 21 towns.

Climate:The Vernon County climate is continental, characterized by warm summersyiotéas, and moisture
throughout the year. The coldest month of the year is January with an average daily high tempef&igie
and the warmest month of the year is July with an average daily temperat@2°Bf Vernon County annually
receives approximately 34.53 inches of precipitation.

SoilsiThere is considerable variation in the soils of Vernon Colity.most common soil type is Dorerton, very
stony-Elbaville complex on 30 to 60 percent slopHse second is Pepin silt loam on 12 to 20 percent slopes
which is moderately eroded. The thirdSgaton silt loam on driftless ridges with a slope of 6 to 20 percent and
moderately eroded.

Dorerton soils are used principally for growing trees. Some areas are pastured. Native vegetation is mixed
deciduous forest with northern red oak, white oak, baak, and aspen being the dominant specilse Pepin

series consists of well drained soils which are deep or very deep to a lithic contact with dolostone bedrock on
hills in bedrockcontrolled uplands. These soils formed in loess, in clayey pedisediarehin loamy residuum

from the underlying dolostone bedroc&eaton soils arevell drained soils formed in coarse loess. These soils

are on ridge tops and side slopes on uplands near the bluffs along the major valleys and on treads and risers on
high stream terraces Trail building is limited on Seaton and Pepin series soils as they are prone to water erosion.
Dorerton soils can have large rock astdep slopes also making trail building limited.

11



Surface Waterst SNy 2y [/ 2dzyie Qa8 NAGSNAI adNBFvyaz yR tF1S8a |
four manmaddakes in Vernon Countyersey Valley, Sidie Hollow, Rung Hollow, and Seas Badirafhwhich

provide fishing, swimming, and canoeing opportwastiThe Mississippi River is the biggest contoibto

surface water recreation in the County as it is utilized for fishing, motor boating, jet skiing, water skiing, sailing,
swimming, and canoeing. The Kickapoo River, winding from Ontario to the sopéwe¢rof the County, is an

acclaimed canoeing rive@ther rivers to note are the Little Baraboo River, Coon Creek, Bad Axe River, and Pine
River. OveR00 miles of streami&m Vernon Countyre classified as trout waters that offer some of the best trout
fishing in the United States.

WoodlandsVernon County has approximately 225 cfodested acresMuch ofthe forested Iand is in private
ownership. Vernon CounigS Y NB f £ SR A Y 2 Maaagaibeest Va® Broglafviizy) einon
County, alongvith other Wisconsircounties, hae entered into an agreement with the State of Wisconsin to
manage their timberland in a sound and sustainable manner.

The native forest of the County is mostly hardwood or deciduous trees. Oak is the predominant hardwood in the
area. Northern red oak is twice as common as white oak. The principal woodland products are railroad ties,
lumber, and fuel wood.

Social Characteristics

Population:Table 1 details the population trends in Vernon County over the last 4 censloseswith 2@0

estimate and projections for future populations of the Courity2010, Vernon County had a population of

29,773, which is projected to grow and be 35,126 in 2@3@ 36,520 in 2040/ernon County is predicted to be

one of the fastest groimg counties in the State, by percent, from 2e8@40. According to DOA, Vernon

[ 2dzy 1@ Q& LI2LJzf I GA2Y A& LINB RDBA.GHe Rity of ¥iroduy iOtNe&uhtyisBat 6 & H H &
and is the largest city in the county with a population of 4,18i& projected growth in population will place

more demands on outdoor recreation facilities and increase the need for an updated outdoor recreation plan.

Population AgeAccording td2010 U.S. Census Figurésrnon Countjhad a median age @fl.5. This ian

increase of 2.4 years since the 2000 Census and is higher than the median age of the State of 38.5, and the

Nation of 37.2¢ KS /2dzyteQa LISNOSydGlFr3asS 2F LRLzZ A2y cp &SIk
iKYy GKS { (lofil8 ¥ and J$ahtD B3y%. 108 the other end of the age scale, the percentage of

KS /2dzyieQa LRLzZ I GA2ys dayKRRSONK (oK S T S 22 TK AWK SANJ &l Kel yyd
blFriA2Yy Q& HCc PE:? P

e\ et

12



Median Household IncomBtedian household income in Vernon County in 2017 was $49,988%rof the

State median household income of $56,78®mpared to a median income in 2016 of $49,476, this represents a
1.05% annual growtiThe Town of Hamburg had the highest median incon20iti7 at $83,906 and the Village

of Readstown had the lowest at $31,250.

Urban/Rural:According to the 2010 Census, Vernon County3%a8% of its population living in incorporated
communities. This percentage has slowly decreased over the last 40 yeadsogped 2.6% since 2000. In 1980

the County had 42.4% of its population living in incorporated communities. The decline of over 2% from 2000 to
2010 indicates a trend of people wishing to move out of the incorporated communities to live in rural dmsas. T
movement of people will have an impact on the accessramdberof private lands for recreation purposes.

As more people mee to the rural areas and farms are sold for development, lands previously used for
recreation are lost. Many rural residents can find extended outdoor recreation experiences on their own land.
Snowmobiling, cross coumntskiing, hiking, and scenic walks can all be done on their own property and their
dependence upon government sponsonextreation facilities may be used primarily for support of team sports.
The small lot urban dweller, whether ircay of 2,000, a village of 200, or a rural subdivision, does not have the
capability to provide a myriad of extensive outdoor recreation egrees on his or her own land. Therefore,
they are more dependent upon a public park system which offers a broad range of outdoor opportunities
including hunting, hiking, camping, and picnicking. The City of Viroqua is the largest incorporated community
with a 2010 Census population 4187 or 35.2% of the
people living in incorporated communities (see Table 1 al
Map 1 for County population data).

Farming:Vernon County is a rural County and farming is
integral part of the driftless landscap€he p&t 4 decades
has seen a decline in the numhbafrfarms and the number
of acres in farming within the County. In 1970 there were
2,740 farms with a total of 461,000 in the County. By 201
this number has declined to 1,961 farms on only 337,086
acres. Thiss a decline of 779 farms28.4% change) and
123,914 acres-26.9% change). As discussed previously,
the decline in the number of acres of farms has a
detrimentaleffect on outdoor recreation.

Round barn, Vernon Count

EmploymentAccording to the 2010 Census, the highest
category of employmenivas healthcare and social assistance accounting for 26.9% of employment within the
County. The second highest was retail trade with 17.2%, followed by manufacturing vd# @8employment.

13



Table 1. Vernon County Populations, Estimatasd Projections

Census 1980| Census 1990 Census 2000| Census 2010 Percent Change
Municipality @) @ @) @) 80-10 Estimate 20202 | Projection 20302
T. Bergen 1117 1223 1317 1364 22.1% 589 647
T.Christiana 823 851 871 931 13.1% 383 425
T. Clinton 920 1093 1354 1358 47.6% 368 414
T. Coon 757 701 683 728 -3.8% 315 352
T. Forest 551 543 583 634 15.1% 251 281
T. Franklin 1047 926 923 1140 8.9% 456 541
T. Genoa 787 661 705 789 0.3% 341 388
T.Greenwood 546 574 770 847 55.1% 251 285
T. Hamburg 774 712 848 973 25.7% 388 442
T. Harmony 636 551 739 755 18.7% 301 346
T. Hillsboro 763 642 766 799 4.7% 318 356
T. Jefferson 919 915 974 1143 24.4% 471 533
T. Kickapoo 523 472 566 626 19.7% 257 298
T. Liberty 171 189 167 252 47.4% 120 143
T. Stark 322 259 349 359 11.5% 165 188
T. Sterling 626 598 713 633 1.1% 236 242
T. Union 405 420 531 700 72.8% 249 298
T. Viroqua 1663 1449 1560 1631 -1.9% 714 805
T. Webster 594 529 676 778 31.0% 326 391
T. Wheatland 407 436 533 561 37.8% 289 334
T. Whitestown 418 471 509 502 20.1% 211 232
V. Chaseburg 279 365 306 284 1.8% 124 123
V. Coon Valley 758 817 714 752 -0.8% 341 364
V. De Soto (Pt.) 252 253 248 179 -29.0% 87 86
V. Genoa 283 266 263 253 -10.6% 113 117
V. La Farge 746 766 775 719 -3.6% 312 313
V. Ontario 398 407 476 554 39.2% 232 264
V. Readstown 396 420 395 409 3.3% 203 222
V. Stoddard 762 775 815 774 1.6% 355 378
V. Viola (Pt.) 223 207 254 222 -0.4% 101 107
C.Hillsboro 1263 1288 1302 1413 11.9% 631 693
C. Viroqua 3716 3922 4335 4187 12.7% 2166 2337
C. Westby 1797 1866 2045 2134 18.8% 1040 1172
Vernon County 25642 25617 28056 29773 16.1% 30785 35126
Wisconsin 4705642 4891599 5363715 5363675 14.0% 5678675 6048675

(1) Decennial U.S. Censyd.S. Bureau of Census
(2) Population Projections, Wis. Dept. of AdngiRemographics Service Center
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3.Reviewof Recreation Demand
Introduction
The planning of outdoor recreation facilities is of utmost importance for the development of healthy and viable

communities. Three important parts of recreation planning are: (1) Determine the demand for different types of
outdoor recreation activity, (2nventory the existing facilities which accommodate the various types of outdoor

recreation activity, and (3) Evaluate the existing % of Wi
facilities and determine the need for improvements o residents that
- .. .. participated

additions to meet the existing and anticipated at least once

I o in the last 12
recreational demand. Activity Group onthe
According to the Outdoor Recreation Roundtable Hiking _ _ 68%
(https://recreationroundtable.org/impact/) Hiking/walking/running on trails

Nature Observation 66%

a¢KS 2dzi R22NJ NBONSBLI G} Birdmwildiife watching

than bring joy to millions of Americans: It help§ Nature photography

drive our economy. In 2018, the Bureau of Gathering berries, mushrooms, etc.

Economic Analysis (BEAgIuded outdoor Boatingrelated 61%
recreation in its calculations of U.S. GDP for th&lotor boating

very first time a significant step that formally | Canoeingkayaking
recognizes the critical role the industry plays i gzir“s:naWatercraft (etski)
supporting economic growth in the United Stand?,lp paddle boarding
States. In addition, the BEA found that the Waterskiing
outdoor recreation industry is growing rapidly, Fishing 49%
eclipsing the average increase in overall U.S.} L ake fishing
GDP. Stream/river fishing
Outdoor recreation is also a major generator | fishing
Camping 41%

guality American jobs in industries ranging Tent camping

from manufacturing to retail to tourism. Thesel rv/popup camping

jobs can be found &m coast to coast and play Dogrelated activities 38%
a critical role in the economic health of local § \yaking/running dog on trails

and state economies. Visiting a dog park

Bicycling 35%
Bicycling on railrails or other developed

trails

Mountain biking

Fattire biking/snow biking

Hunting 27%
Big game hunting

Turkey hunting

Small game hunting

Migratory bird hunting

Motorized trail-based activities 25%
ATVs/UTVs on tait®utes

Snowmobiling

4-WD vehicles on traileoutes

Motorcycles on trailsoutes
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Recreational Demand

As we progress into a nesiecade events and issues that influence outdoor recreation in the future are
changing. Issues, which willluénce future outdoor recreation activities include:

1 Land use patterns are shifting
1 Ownership patterns in rural areas are changing
9 Budgets for operation and maintenance of recreatiesources are not expected to increase

In addition, the demographics of th@ dzy i @ | NB akKAFOdAy3Id & LRAYGESR 2dzi
age increased 5.3 years since 1990. As people age, recreation activities they participate in may change. The
changes in family structure (amcrease in single parent families) also changes recreation choices.

For guidance on the demaridr recreational outdoor activities, a review of the Wisconsin Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)ZI2ZIBwas conducted. During the development of SCORP
numerous Wisconsin residents were questioned as to how often they participai@rious recreation activities
Data is collected at 8 regional levels; Vernon County lies in the Mississippi River Cohedoox to the right
indicates the most popular recreation activities in the State
with activitiesboldedindicating the top actiities in the

Mississippi River Corridor Region. oD e e EaES

Favorite Places to Visit Based on Public Input in which respondents to the
State survey participate

Of the people providing input, the majority (67%) selected the

quality of trails as one of the top four most important factors

in determining theirfavorite property to visit. This is Bicyclingg paved trails

expeckd, given that many respondents noted their Bicycling; mountain biking,

participation in a variety of motorized and nomotorized single track

activities. The following were the next three important factors - _ _

to determine favorable places to visit: Bicycling: winter/fat tire

1. Desire to be in a quiet place Camping; tent

2. Maps, signs, or information about the Canoeing/kayaking
property

3. The quality of the habitat

Crosscountry
skiing/snowshoeing
Wisconsinites have historically participated in outdoor
recreation at higher rates than the national average. The table

Fishingg from a boat, canoe,

to the left shows participatiomates of Wisconsin residents for or kayak

general groupings of natuseased recreation activities. For Fishingg from shore
comparison, 46% of Wisconsin residents participated in ball e TS,
sports (golf, tennis, basketball, softball, baseball, soccer, and mushrooms, etc.
handball).

Hiking, walking, running on
77% of respondents belie more outdoor recreational trails
opportunities are needed in the Mississippi River Corridor
Region. The opportunity that was most frequently selected as
needed in the Mississippi River Corridor Region was more trails for hikatidgng,or running, which was
selected by nearly half of respondents.

The Mississippi River Corridor Region is a unique setting lending itself well to various types of outdoor
recreation. Trout fisherman are drawn from throughout the Midwest to the many streams draining to the

16



Missisgbpi River. These same rivers attract paddlers and bluffs are attractive to mountain bikers. The area
provides exceptional habitat for many game species, especially deer and t8ikeg.the huge success of wild

turkey reintroduction beginning in Vernon @y i & ol O1 Ay GKS mMpTnQar GKAA NEB:
turkey hunting. The river is a migratory bird flyway which attracts waterfowl hunters during the fall migration as
countless birds make their way souffhe bluffs are also home to rare ptaspecies and naturabmmunities.

With the abundance of nature, this area offers countless avenues to be explored.

These communities are partnering with local citizen groups, rafsimds,and developing parksrails, and

accesses to waterways, attrarg visitors yearound. The Land and Water Conservation Fund Act (LWCF) was

Syl OGSR o0& /2y3aNBaa Ay wmpcp ad2 adNBy3aidkKSy GKS KSI f
outdoor recreation. From 1965 to 2017, Vernon County has beendasla8454,910 by LWCF and has been used

for 12 projects.

According to Spending Potential Index, based on Esri forecast for 2020 and 2025, Vernon County residents spend
more money per year on recreational vehicles and fees than the national average. Xpesses are

predominately on boats, trailereampersand RVsThe MPI (Market potential Index), which measures the

likelihood of adult spending behaviors based on purchasing patterns, is another indicator used by Esri to predict
spending patterns in eegion from 2020 to 2025. Based on these projections, Vernon County residents

participate approximately 50% more in freshwater fishing, rifle and shotgun hunting, target shooting, archery,

and motorcycling than the national average.

Future Recreation Needs

Based on the 2012023 SCORP, the Mississippi River Corridor Region rates recreational activities as hig
medium, or low relative to needs of thegion. The groupings are as follows:

Future Recreation Neesic Future Recreation Needs

Future Recreation Needs Low

High Medium

Bicyclingg touring/road riding
Bicyclingg mountain/off road
Bird or wildlife watching
Camping; developed
Campingg primitive
Canoeing or kayaking
Cross Country Skiing

Dog Walking

Fishingg lake from vessel
Fishingg river from vessel
Fishingg stream orshore wading

Hiking, walking, trail running
Huntingg big game

Nature photography

Nature based education
programs

Picnicking

Snowshoeing

Visit a beach, beach walking

Gather mushrooms, berries, etc.

ATV/UTV riding
Bicyclingg fat tire/snow
Fishingg lake from shore

Fishingg ice fishing
Fourwheel vehicle driving
Horseback riding
Horse cardriving
Huntingg migratory birds
Hunting¢ small game
Huntingg turkey
Motorboating (waterski, tubing)
Swimming in lakes and rivers
Target shooting; archery
Target shooting; firearms
Trapping

Dog sledding/ skijoring
Dog training
Dog Trialing
Geocaching
Off-highway motorcycle riding
Rock climbing

Sailing, windsurfing, rowing, etc.

Snowmobiling
Scuba diving/snorkeling
Whitewater rafting

Definitions

To assist in the interpretation and implementation of the Vernon County Outdoor Recreation Plan, the following
terms have been identified.
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Community Park30-50 acres)k, A park designed to serve several municipalities or neighborhoods and to
provide manyecreational opportunities for people of all ages.

Neighborhood Parts-10 acresy; A park usually less than 2 acres in size, designed to serve the needs of the
surrounding neighborhood.

Neighborhood PlaygrounglA facility often provided in conjunction thia community school. It is designed to
serve the needs of the surrounding neighborhood and can accommodate a variety of informal or active athletic
activities.

Specialized Recreation Areéreas restricted by design to certain uses and may not alwagsditable for use
by the public. In someasesthey may servan exceedingly smal S3YSy 4 2F GKS 0O2YYdzyAde
courses, historic sites, and conservancy areas are examples of specialized recreation areas.

Open Space Primarily land and weer that is owned or managed by federal, state, or local governments, or a
conservancy organization that is preserved for public use. Examples include wetlands, woodlands, wildlife
refuges, prairies/meadows, rock outcroppings, etc.

Pathways and ParkwaysSpaces that are connections related to travel such as trail or water trail providing
connectivity for recreation and/or transportation purposes.

Recreation Trai A travel way established through construction or use and is passable by the following,
induding but not limitedto foot traffic, bicycles, cross country skis, off road recreation vehicles, snowmaobiles,
etc.

Waysideg Locations adjacent to a public highway that provides motorists with a convenient opportunity to stop
and rest. Historical marks, restrooms, drinking water, picnic area, and waste disposal are commonly found at
waysides.

Recreation Standards

hyS | OOSLIISR ¢l & (2 YSI&Adz2NE GKS | RSljdzr 0 2F | O2dz/i
system serves or has tloapacity to serve. This is accomplished by assigning an acreage requirement for each

type of recreation facility for every 1,000 people in the service area. The Wisconsin Department of Natural
wSaz2dzNOSa KlFa aSi (GKS F2f fesigning rdcreatinfzdcifties2 T G Kdzyoé adl

GwdzZ S 2F ¢KdzYoé { i

Neighborhood Playground: 2 acres per 1,000 people
Community Park: 5 acres per 1,000 people

Specialized Recreation Area: as needed

These standards are dependent on the physical and cultural features of a given county. In this Outdoor
Recreation Plan, one of the guidelines to be used to determine the adequacy of recreational facilities and areas
is the standard of 12 acres per 1,000pte. It has been determined through the planning process that this
standard is acceptable to apply in the Vernon County recreational planning process.
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4.Public Participation

TheCountyprepared asurveyduring the process of updating its Outdoor RecieatPlan. Theurveywas made
available on thé 2 dzy viebsfledandshared on social media platforms hosted by Vernon Couktptal 0f369
responses were received and the results are shown below.

m Never

1. How often do you use
County Parks or outdoor = Not Often (Less than 6
facilities?

times per year)

B Sometimes (6-11 times
per year)

m Often (1-2 time per
month)

m Very Often (1 or more
times per week)

2. What are your top two outdoor recreaticactivities you

participate in in Vernon County?

0 50 100 150 200 250

ATV/UTV Riding  eee—
Biking
Boating (includes kayak/canoas
Camping (primitive) s—
Camping (RV) =e—
Climbing =
Cross Country SKiing s
Fishing
Foraging e
Hiking/Walking
Horseback Riding s
Hunting
Picnicking me—
Playground Activitie Sn——
Snowshoeing se—
Snowmobiling s
Swimming —
Wildlife Viewing
Other: (write in)
Disc Golf =
Dog Park 1
Geocaching
Photography
Trail Running =
Winter Fatbiking 1
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3. If you feel you spend too little time in outdoor activities, what

keeps you from spending more time?

0 50 100 150 200 250

[ O M £ 00 Db U Sy Ve g —
Lack of transportation] candét getmt o the activities
dondt have the right e&omws ment for the activities
The activities | want to do are too expensmme
There are not enough organized tripem
The outdoor places | like to go to are not safe
I dondt have anyonemmssso t hese activities wit
| don't like these activities
Other: (write in)
Limited public land =
Limitd information available (locations and activitias)
| spend a lot of time outdoors

Please tell us how satisfied yo
with the fo

4. The number of outdoor parks/facilities available in Vernon

County
140
120
100
80
60
40
20 I
0 [
Not 1 2 3 4 5 Satisfied
Satisfied
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5. The quality of outdoor parks/facilities available

160
140

120

100
80
60
40
20
L o
2 3 4 5

Not Satisfied 1 Satisfied
6. The maintenance of outdoor parks/facilities
160
140
120
100
80
60
40
.- 3 |
0
Not Satisfied 1 2 3 4 5 Satisfied
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d recently acquired a map of the Wien county parks. We typically head to the
most popular ones but decided to branch off and were kind of disappointed.

2F GKS LJX I O0Sa F2NJ iNIXAf & RARYyQlU SO
{A3ylFr3S Aa Ffaz2 £ Ol Ahe@ tolaofdls sgnte loBalioR
| also wish the map included more over in the eastern part of the céunty.

oFix Jersey Lake please!!!

d frequent Duck Egg County Park, and though | will s&
the trails are generally well maintained, there have bee
times where issues do not get fixed very quickly (trees
down, washed/boggy areas, etc). Perhaps if there was
easy way for people to repodsues that would make it

easier for maintenance to know what needs attentién?

oNo more development or
infrastructure! Keep parks as
wild and natural as possibke.
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8. Include your priorities for future county/outdoor facility

improvements.

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

Multipurpose Trails
Support Facilities
Playgrounds for Small Childre
Public Swimming Areas (beaches, outdoor p
Wayfinding Signage
Kayak/Canoe Launche
Wildlife Viewing Areas
Environmental Education/Outdoor Classroo
Handicapped Accessibilit!
Public Fishing Areas
Boat Launches
Primitive Camping
Improved Camping (RV, tent
Public Hunting Areas
Mapping (interactive, online, and pape
Acquire Undeveloped Area
Watershed Planning

mlLow mMedium mHigh

9. Please comment on any additional high priority items not listec
above (*not a complete listing of responses)

oMore bike trails and fat tire bike trails in wintertinge.
dnvasive species control/edationé

osustainable nonmotorized trails, nc
motorized activities on muitise
trails¢

oClose the bike trails during deer seaso

dNeed more lakes and fix Jersey Lake plea'se!!. 0Off road trails for ATV use

oKeepAT\s out of pat a €
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10. Please type your top 3 most visited park or recreation locatio

your area
I 0%

4% m Duck E
16% 9%
’ m Esofea

= Jersey Valley

m Coon Creek
9%

10%
m Kickapoo Valley Reserve

11% m Rentz
0% 1504 = Runge Hollow
= Sidie Hollow

m Wildcat Mountain

11.If you could create the ideal outdoor recreation experience in
Vernon County, what would it be? DREAM BIG! We want you
best project ideag*not a complete listing of responses)

GalyYFRS tH18 640K i Ee e RaisetSERi
information for enjoying nature in the county

parks. Here everyone can gather their informati

to go on epic adventures that they enjoy: fishin

&Connected bike trails from biking (road or mountain) hiking, kayaking,

community to community and to the birdwatching, horseback riding, camping, boati

greater state trail system. Included i etc. For mehat would be having enough trails tg

that is kayak and Canoeing launche spend an entire day biking, hiking, and having

near trail systeng. peaceful time in the woods.

swimming wate€

&ersewalley would be restored "So many! My dream would be that Vernon
County is a place where you can come as a
tried and true outdoor enthusiast and be

d'd love to have a climbing club availabl challenged and rewarded, but also as an en

where | could rent equipment and learn t level outdoor explorer and feel welcome and

climb with an experienced partneviore ~ €ncouraged
boat/kayak rentals available at parks.




5.County Recreation Facilitiead Opportunities

County Parks and Forest Properties

VERNON COUNTY PARKS
.
'lmwv Valley
Park
Runge Hollow, Esofea/Rentz
REC ey Memorial Park Wayside
Duck Ege ' Park '.’\\'A\I.\x\rhr Park
County Forest
'Kuovumnan Lost
Creek County Forest
Sidie Hollow
Park
A
Blackhawk Park
Miles
01 2 4
\_J MRRPC 12/2C
(J [ 3 - -
AVALANCHE PARK we & = B ef WA R

Avalanche County Parkd80-acre property acquired in 2017. Centrally located in Vernon County at the
intersection of Hwy Y and S. It has .5 miles of mowed trail which leads to the West fork of the Kickapoo River.
There is 1,350 ft of river which haswadalant amounts of Brown Trout. This property is in the early stages of a
native grass buffer along the stream. There are 2 parking spots along with an informational Kiosk with a map of
the property.

BLACKHAWK PARK ~. - iy

Blackhawk Park is a small cowatyned property located 2 miles north
2F GKS @Attt 3S 2F 5S{202d ¢KS

Mississippi River Frontage. There is a public boat launch with trailer
parking, a fully stocked store and bait shop, 11 campsites and 37 bo§*
slips thd are rented on a seasonal or shaerm basis

Needs/Actions:
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Dock replacement, building maintenance and changes, open shelter pavilion for rent
1 Estimate: $80,0086120,000

DUCK EGG COUNTY FOREST ﬁl 2N 20K XN 'R'ﬂ.i i

Duck Egg County Forest is a-#are county owned, naturbased \
recreation property located approximately 9 miles west of Viroqua

valley formed by the Springville Branch of the BadRixer. In the
center of the valley is an exceptionally large flood control dam
structure that was completed in 1990. The dam protects many acre
of property and several roads and bridges downstream from the
effects of flash flooding, a common occurrencé/ernonCounty.
DuckEgg is open to public fishing and hunting per State of Wiscon
fishing and hunting regulations and seasons. The Springville Brang
the Bade Axe River is a great trout stream. The length of river (abo :
1.5 miles) downstream of thdam has been improved for trout ——
habitat by the Wisconsin DNR fisheries crew. Upstream of the da
not improved, but still provides for some excellent trout fishing
opportunities.

Duck Egg is suitable for hiking and horseback riding, with more th
10 miles of signed and maintained multe trail. Hiking is allowed o
the horseback riding trail, however, mountain biking is not allowed
LISNJ 6 KS SNy 2y [/ 2 dzy i iébikes aNd osherh
motorized vehicles are NOT allowed on the Duck Egg property und
any circumstances.

ESOFEA/RENTZ . o
MEMORIAL PARK AW =l WA (K sl

9a2FSIkwSyidl aSY2NAI
oldest and most historic park. Situated on 148
acres in the Town of Jeffson, Esofea Park has

16 rustic sites, 2 electric and water sites, and 1l
full hookup RV sites advance reservations
require a twenight minimum.Esofea has more
than 3 miles omulti-usetrails, a picnic shelter,
a spring trout pond (stocked each spriog WI
DNR with rainbow trout), large open areas for
softball or kickball or volleyball, and a section ¢
the North Fork Bad Axe River running through
the property.
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The picnic pavilion is a popular location for birthday and graduation parties, famihoreygind the occasional
GSRRAYIDP ¢KSNB Aa I G1AGOKSYy¢ O02YLX SGS gAGK |y 20Sy
for potluck type servings. The pavilion is equipped with picnic tables, benches, and lights. There is a fire ring
nearbyfor evening gatherings.

Needs/Actions:

9 Incorporate new playsedcross from 1 Powered sites to Upper Campgrounds out
shower housgEstimate: $30,00860,000) of risk of flooding, 6 sites withO-amp
1 Powered sites for Upper RidgEstimate: service and watefEstimate: $150,000
$90,000$110,000) $180,000)
JERSEY VALLEY PARK @:J ﬂﬂf 0 'A'm\ﬂ i

Jersey Valley is a 3‘&tre county park formed by a flood control dam
andYl yYI RS f1F1S GKIG 61 a O2YLX Si
time, Jersey Valley Lake has been a popular recreation destination fi§
residents and visitors. In 2018, the Jersey Valley Dam failed when
auxiliary spillways could not keep up with the heavipsaRepairs to
this dam are being considered, leaving lake levels, fishing, and
recreation opportunities at Jersey Valley paling in comparison te prej :
2018 flood conditions. Hunting is open Oct"t&rough April 1%; all
state of Wisconsin hunting & fistg regulations and seasons apply. 3.
miles of hiking trails are available for hiking and biking.

T MdcnQ

Needs/Actions:

1 Trail expansion and future maintenance

KOOYUMJIAN/LOST CREEK COU NTY FOREST ﬁ.l @ f % & T

Kooyumijian/Lost Creek County Forest is a-a@f& property
located about midway between the Vernon County communitie} |
of LaFarge and Hillsboro on Pine Avenue off State Hwy 82. Thigaal
is a fenced parking area with public access for hunfieging,
and hikng. State of Wisconsin hunting and fishing regulations gt
seasons apply. There is a trout stream on the property, the upg
reaches of the Pine River, that has been improved for habitat.
valley floor is a natural wet prairie grassland with abundant
species of native grassesgedgesand wildflowers.

The Kooyumijiath.ost Creek property was donated to Vernon

Y22e sza)\IyQa RSAANB Ay R2Yyl uﬁf-—;‘ e — A_‘.:‘~2 + SN
was to provide a site faswners and prospective owners of 3 et i
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property to get handsn experience in the various aspects of tree planting, weed control and pruning. They also

g yiSR LIS2LX S (G2 dzyRSNEROGFIYR GKS ySSR T2NJ az2dzyR 62 2R
assure tle continued management of the forested land and the protection of other natural resources on the
LINPLISNIIéd Ly GKSANI FANBSYSyild 6A0GK SNy2y [/ 2dzyiészr (K
woodland management, education, research, and demonstmatio

Needs/Actions:

9 Picnic shelter

9 Electrical addition for shelter

9 Paring lot upgrade

9 Trail maintenance and additions

RUNGE HOLLOW REC. AREA == wis =) 7% 5 f

Most of theland in the Runge Hollow vicinity is private
LINR LISNII @ a2 GAaAG2NRE FNB |3 SOG f
rights when recreating in this area. Vernon County has
recently executed a recreation easement with the
Christianson family. The easement area inekithe dam and
much of the eastern shore of Runge Hollow Lake. The west
and north shores, and the northeast shore remain private la
and access is not allowed without permission from the
affected landowners. The lake is approximately 44 acres in
size, ands home to trout, largemouth bass, bluegiltappie,
and perch. An accessible fishing pier is located near the boa -
launch. Vernon County Parks manages the boat launch and fishing pier. The lake is open to public fishing;
however, the surrounding lands are NOT open to public hunting. Motorboats are needitpelectric trolling
motors only please.

SIDIE HOLLOW
COUNTY PARK == A M= I WA B R i

Sidie Hollow is a beautiful park with 521 acres, 74 campsites, 2 picnic shelters, aadra &ke. There are two
clear andcold-water trout streams, fishing piers, a boat launetearly 10 miles of muHiise hiking and mountain
bike trails and two playground areas. Sidie Hollow has proven to be a recreation destination for residents and
visitors of Vernon County.

{ARAS 1 2tt2¢g [/ 2dzyde t I N)] 2N 3 Acdlirdd &md fok tife plrgose ofbdildinmgQ a &
a large flood retention dam designed to protect downstream farms and properties from the devastating effects

of flash flooding in the Bad Axe River Valley. Once the dam was completed, the county sold the laodHsack

State of Wisconsin but retained a permanent recreation easement on the property so that it could be enjoyed as

a county park.
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Sidie Hollow is a popular campground. Thereg
mix of rustic tent sites with no utilities, electria
sites, and full hookuRV sites ~ advance
reservations require a twaight minimum.
The streams that feed Sidie Hollow Lake and
the lake itself provide great fishing
opportunities. Game fish species include
brown trout, brook trout, largemouth bass,
bluegill, perch, and crappsen abundance.
The park is 3 miles from the city of Viroqua,
and 30 minutes from the south side of La
Crosse.

Needs/Actions:

1 Replace Upper Sid@d pit toilets with a shower facility and dump stations for R&ti(nate $100,000)
1 New reception building for arriving guests and future store to be rukrgndsof Vernon County Parks

and Forests groupold storage in back for pars equipmeBs{imate $85,008100,000)
1 Build cabins or yurts for weekend and weekday rentaitimate $50,000$180,000)
1
of the flood zongEstimate $35,000
1 New swing set with upgrades to existing play area
1
(Estimate $30,000)
91 Dredge Sidie Hollow Lake

WAYSIDE PARK A A K0

Tear down tobacco shed near boat landing and addngw full hook up sites with0-ampservice out

Replace dock with concrete dock system to prevdarhage and displacement during high water events

In 2011, Vernon County gained ownership of a

county park, called Wayside Park, as part of a-four |4
lane highway expansion project between the ‘
communities of Viroqua and Westby. A new multi
dzaS GNrXAfx OFftftSR GKS /
paved with asphalt. The path connects the
communities of Viroqua and Westby, and at the
same time provides a place for residents and visito
to recreake and exercise. The path provides
transportation choices for people who commute
between Viroqua and Westby.

Needs/Actions:

1 Create full hookup campsites (4.0) close to
Viroqua with bike trail acceskgtimate
$45,000)
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BOATING*

4
caverne ernvirive) IRMEMIRLA BN A

CAMPING (RV, TENT)

.~
canosinc/kavaxinc R N N I I v Y O ~~

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING*

%
FISHING Vv IVIVIVIVE VIV ;*

FORAGING

norsesack rove NV NN U

HUNTING*

MULTI-USE TRAILS -.. !!

PICNIC AREA

LAY
PLAYGROUND -.... m\

SHOWERS rL

I\
SNOWSHOEING* .. 3
SWIMMING > J

WILDLIFE VIEWING '||

*Boating allowed with electric motors only
*Cross country skiing and snowshoeing permitted but no groomed trails
*Hunting not permitted in County Parks April 15th to October 15th
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Historical and Cultural Sites

Kickapoo Valley Reserve

The Kickapoo Valley Reserve consists of 8,600 acrg
between the villages of La Farge and Ontario. The [
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
designatedapproximate 3,600 acres of the Kickapod
Valley Reserve as State Natural Areas in 20068
Reserve is on the National Register of Historic Plag
as over 300 archeological sites have been identifie(
including burial mounds, petroglyphs, campsites, a
dwellings. The partially completed dam and water
control tower have been nominated for the Nationa
Register due to the correlation the project had with
the Environmental Protection Act of 1973, which led#
to the demise of the proposed dam. The land and §
naturd features within the Reserve have been
designated a National Natural Landmark by the
National Park Service.

Norskedalen Nature and Heritage Center

This property, owned by a ngprofit foundation, is A
located northeast of Coon Valley, in both Vernon an§
[ / Nr&aasS /2dzyGASad b2N
the Scandinavian heritage of western Wisconsin ang
the Coon Valley area. Authentic rural buildsrigom
area farms settled by Scandinavians have been
moved to the Center and a typical farmstead has
been recreatedThere are numerous marked trails |
throughout the property. This facility has an authent|**%
farmstead consisting of a house and several barns
and outbuildings typical of what Norwegian settlers
to the area of Coon Creek built in the mid to laté"19 |§ | AT e, e arskedalen
century. The buildings are authentic; saved from

destruction on area farms and relocated to Norskedalen. Costumed interpretive guides staff thaufémom

certain times over the summer for tourm addition, the natural history of the area is researched and made
available to the public through marked nature trails, interpretive naturalist guides, and a reference library with
resources on both the riaral and cultural history of the are&acilities on the property can be rented for events
such as wedding and family gatherings.

Historical

The Vernon County Historic Society maintains four historic building in Viroqua; all are open to the public. The
Vernon County Museum is housed in the former Vernon County Normal School. The Genealogical Library and
Tourist Information Center reside in the museum. The ShButy House, built in 1860 by Cyrus Butt, lawyer,

Civil War Colonel, politician, and statesmbas been refurbished by the Sociefie second owner was Orbec
Sherry, a renowned Swiss dairy cattle breeder. A ruraironen school and country church reminiscent of a

time now pastsalso open to the public.
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Three buildings within Vernon County disted in the National Register of Historic Places. The County Coon

Prairie Church and Cemetery, built in 1858, located in Westbhy. It was the first Lutheran Church in western

2 X302yaAy FYR A& GKS @06ANIKLI | OS émedtEnd petvicds Srélbeld 2 £ £ S 3 S
once per monthThe Vernon County Courthouse in Viroqua, built in 1880, is also on the Register. Norskedalen,
located on CTH PI between highways 14 and 162 near Coon Valley, houses the 1853 Skumsrud Log Cabin.

hGKSNI KAaAadG2NAOIE LRAyGa 2F AyGSNBad I+ NB CairSntheA f £ 40 2
village park and théfrican Americarsettlers Monument at Settlers Park. The Wisconsin Czechoslovakian

Museum is also located in Hillsboro.eTWestby Area Historical Society provides oral history videos for public
viewing through the Bekkurklemorial Library.

tSNYy2y /2dzyieQdessi® YREABOHAREDTFSHUIBNAOLE YI NI SNA FNB
CANBG 2F0SNBEKSR tNRp2SOGé¢ Aa faz2 RSAONAOGSR ¢gSaid 27
G/ KASAKAYE | NB SELXFAYSR 2y | AIK#kBOopdy@NIKOKFRE A
on west of Hillsbor@n Highway 32nda 5+ Ya 2y (GKS aAaaAiaaAi lOnMighvayad/ | A K
Y2NIK 2F 2ANRIldzZd I aD2@SNY2N) wdzalé Aad RSAONAROGSR® Ly

G. f 1o KNI Afé¢ KAAG2NAROIE YINJSNBR Ff2y3 GKS NRIFR&a 27
country stores still in existence along many of the county roads and in some of the smaller villages provide a bit
of nostalgia and history to the vier.

¢CKS /2dzyde Aa Iftaz2 F2Nldzy+trdS G2 6S 2y GKS DNBFG wAg
Mississippi River in Vernon County, provides scenic beauty, historic and national significance, and a cultural
KSNAGF3S { gesideritsSTheé GretyRivér Raad in Wisconsin, Minnesota, lllinois, and lowa has been
RSAAIYIGSR + abliGdAz2ylf {OSyAO .egl & dé

Communities should recognize the scenic and cultural value of architecture. A building need not have been the
home of a famous persaio warrant preserving, if its architectural style represents a particular era, or

adaptation of form to function.

Early Native American sites currently being stddiavethe potential to provide an educational opportunity for

visitors to learn more abouf K S | NB | Q &Naftiral NBad may heirek dtt@igf & Mmany tourists as water

slides or ball games, but tourism is not their primary purpose. The County and communities should support

efforts to identify and preserve unique ecologically or cultfieatures within the County. The Mississippi River
National Heritage Corridor Study Committee will help identify features along the Great River Road.

bl ddzNE AYGSNILINBGAGS OSYydiSNA fA1S GKS YAO{!Il kbarg +I f €S
these treasures with other residents and the traveling public. The cultural artifacts in the County are cared for,

and displayed by the State, Vernon County, and Hillsboro Historical Societies, and Norskedalen, but the areas
natural history (its wilife, geology, and natural resources), are not as well documented or displayed for
NEAARSYyGa 2N GAaAG2NARAD I NR2dza LINBLRalFfa F2N) Sadl of
gone in recent years.

Cultural

There are several fairs, fegtls, and other events in Vernon County which utilize the various community
outdoor recreation facilities. The followingpgesare a scheduleof annualevents held within Vernon County
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ANNUAL EVENTS

JANUARY

Winterfest - Kickapoo Valley
Reserve & La Farge

Candlelight Hike - Wildcat
Mountain State Park

Jiggin' Jamboree, Ice Fishing
Tourney - Stoddard

FEBRUARY

Kids Ice Fishing Day - Genoa
Fish Hatchery

International Ski Jump
Competition - Westby

Love Stomp, Candlelight
Snowshoe Stomp - Viroqua

MARCH

Spring Fling, Craft Vendor
how - Vernon Vineyards

Conservation Awards &

Banquet - Vernon County Land
and Water

APRIL
Stoddard Smelt Fry

City-Wide Garage Sales -
Viroqua

Walleye Fishing Tourney -
Stoddard

CALENDAR

MAY

Rummage Along the River -
Stoddard, Genoa, Victory,
De Soto

Tromp & Chomp - Kickapoo
Valley Reserve

Kids Spring Fishing Day -
Genoa Fish Hatchery

Vernon County Tree Sale -
Vernon County Land and
Water

Syttende Mai Norwegian
Festival - Westby

Westby Syttende Main
Bicycle Tours - Vernon Trails

Winding Road Arts Tour -
Vernon County

Memorial Day Community
Celebrations

JUNE

Cesky Den Czech Festival -
Hillsboro

Music Fest & Canoe Race -
Readstown

Vernon County Dairy
Breakfast
dairydaysofsummer.com

John Cina Pumpkin Ball
Tourney - Genoa

Hillsboro Lions Dairy
Breakfast

Family Fun Days -
Chaseburg

Midsummer Fest -
Norskedalen

Viroqua Beer Walk

JULY

4th of July Community
Celebrations

Showdown at Sandford Field
- Hillsboro

Driftless Music Festival -
Viroqua

Hot Rod Sunday - La Farge

Lorem lpsum Vintage
Motorcycle Rally - Viroqua

Troutfest - Coon Valley

Sweet Rides & Pie Car Show -
Westby

Wine Walk in the Vineyard -
Vernon Vineyards

MAY- OCT

Saturday Farmers Market -
Viroqua, Ontario, La Farge




ANNUAL EVENTS

AUGUST
Art on the Farm - Norskedalen
Larryfest - La Farge
Wild West Days - Viroqua

Coon Creek Canoe Races -
Coon Valley

Hillsboro Charity Tractor Pull

Qutdoor Flea Market -
Readstown

SEPTEMBER

Labor Day Community
Celebrations

Tasty Tomato Festival -
Westhy

Pert Near Mountain Bike
Race - Sidie Hollow

Vernon County Fair -
Viroqua

Spoon Gathering - Driftless
Folk School

Horse and Colt Show - Viola

Readstown Steak Supper
and Drawing

Chaseburg Sole Burner

Retreat Wolds Fair -
DeSoto/Retreat

CALENDAR

OCTOBER

Fall Fest - Wildcat
Mountain State Park

Dam Challenge - Kickapoo
Valley Reserve

Fire Dept Chicken BBQ - De
Soto

Viroqua Harvest Parade

Civil War Immersion -
Norskedalen

Shoot the Moon Classic -
Disc Golf Tourney - VEW,
Viroqua

Goulees in the Coulees -
Norskedalen

NOVEMBER
Winter Wine Walk - Viroqua

Readstown Annual Volunteer
Fireman's Fundraiser

Sip & Shop Holiday Arts and
Craft Show - Branches Winery

Twinklesfest Parade - Viroqua

Shop Small Saturday - Vernon
County

DECEMBER

Small Town Christmas - La
Farge

Old Fashioned Christmas -
Ontario

Holly Jolly Holiday Walk -
Coon Valley

Holiday Craft & Vendor Fair -
Vernon Vineyards

DRIVING TOURS

Cheyenne Valley Heritage Road Tour

Blackhawk Trail Driving Tour

Round Barns of Vernon County

Ag-Tourism & Local Foods: Farms,
Businesses, and Restaurants




6.Public and Private OutdoorRecreation Facilities
FEDERAL

Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refgehe full extent of this national refuge, operated by

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, extends along both sides of the Mississippi River from Wabasha, MN to
Savana, IL. Within Vernon County the refuge has approximately 6,862 acres. The boat launch ramps along
Highway 35 serve as access points to the refuge and about half of the shoreline miles in Vernon County between
Burlington Northern Santa Fe tracks and therbank is federally owned land.

Blackhawk PariCorps of Engineers The Corps of Engineerdlie federal agency that has control of much of

the federalland that lies in the Upper Mississippi River Wildlife and Reflage put they have leased the land to
Fish and Wildlife Service for operation as a wildlife and fish refuge. The Corps has retained direct control over
some recreational lands and BlackhaRdrk is an example of this type of operation. There is-git@é6

campground, toilets, running water, picnic shelters, and boat access ramps, all esceeXte adjacent to the
Great River Road north of De Soto. A e county owned parcel of landieated adjacent to the north
boundary and provides additional boat ramp capability as well as a concession store for basic food and fishing
items.

STATE

Wildcat Mountain State Park

This 3,40@acre facilityis innortheastern Vernon Countyff STH 131,33 and CTH F. The park attracts visitors for
hiking, canoeing, horseback riding, photography, and camping. The Kickapoo River runs through the site and is a
popular canoe trail. There is also an observation point which overlooks the river.

¢tg2 KAJAY3I OGNIFAfT& 6htR {SOdGftSNRa ¢NIAf |yR d4KS | Syt
country ski trails, 3 picnic areas, and 72 campsites are available to the public.-#Dearipsites aravailable

off the beaten path. Each site has a fire ring and picnic table. The family campground has 25 rustic sites with
flush toilets, showers, and a dump station. No
electrical hookups are available. There are 3
additional group campsites with vault teis,
picnic tables, fire rings, a shelter house, and
water available at the shower or park
maintenance building. Two of these sites can
hold up to 25 people and one can hold up to

50 people. The horse campground consists of
24 sites with picnic tablesyé rings, drinking
water, vault toilets, a corral, hitching posts,
parking pads, loading ramps, and a large
parking lot.

Kickapoo Valley Reserve

The Kickapoo Valley Rese({@/Rronsists of
8,600 acres between the villages of La Farge and Ontario. Woehgin Department of Natural Resources
designated approximate 3,600 acres of the Kickapoo Valley Reserve as State Natural Areas in 2002, best
reflecting the natural plant and animal communities that occupied the state in thel®(fds. These areas have
seen little human disturbance, thus serving as important resources for biological and genetic diversity. The
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Reserve land was originally acquired by the Corps of Engineers in the 1960s for construction of a dam on the
Kickapoo River for flood control and reation purposes. 149 farms were purchased to make way for a dam and
reservoir. The landowners were removed, the farm buildings destroyed, and the first phase of construction
begun. However, after several starts and stops, the project was halted in 18&Bvimtonmental and economic
reasons.

In 1996, federal legislation directed the Corps of Engineers to transfer up to 1,200 acres to the Bureau of Indian
Affairs in trust for the H&Chunk Nation and the remaining.

7,369 acres to the State of Wisconsin. fftxanership
transfer was completed on December 28, 2000.

State Highway 131 north of La Farge serves the Kickapt
Valley Reserve. In addition, County Highways (CTH) P &
F transect the Reserve. The Kickapoo River bisects the g
Reserve, with significant tribaries including Warner,

Billings, and Weister Creeks. The dendritic river system
creates unique geological features. The 8;6@e reserve
has 42 miles of boundary. The north boundary is shared
with Wildcat Mountain State Park.

The Reserve provides many outdoor recreation
opportunities including hunting, fishing, hiking, biking,
canoeing, sightseeing,
primitive camping (fire
rings are the only
GAYLINRBSYSyY
dog training, trapping, dog
sledding, cross country
skiing, a snowmobiling.
In addition, special events
are held at the Reserve
such as environmental
education courses, dog
retriever trials, archery
shooting courses, and
adult seminarsTheKVR
Visitor Center attracts
nearly 20,000 people and
5,000 students come to
the building for field trips
and special programming.
Thereare approximately
37 miles of horseback riding trails with an additional 15 miles at the adjacent Wildcat Mountain State Park. For
the bicycling enthusiasts there are four dedicated mountain bi&is with over 25 miles of paved roads in and
around the Reserve. There is an additional network of over 100 miles in the immediate vicinity. The Visitor
Center features interactive exhibits on the geology, wildlife, flood history, and economy ofcttepio Valley.

In addition, guest learn about the unique history of the La Farge Lake and dam project.

Kickapoo Valley Reser
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The Reserve is managed by the Kickapoo Valley Reserve Management Board. The Kickapoo Valley Reserve
Management Board has prepared a Master Plan and Iiameent Plans for the Kickapoo Reserve lands. These
plans and other information may be obtained from the Reserve office at S3661 Highway 131 La Farge, WI 54639.
The phone number is (608) 62590.

STATE NATURAL AREAS

State NaturaAreas (SNASs) are areas being preserved by the DNR and its partners to protect outstanding
SEFYLX S& 2F 2Aa02yaryQa ylLGAgdS t1yRalOlILS® ¢KS 5bw K
Not all SNAs are owned by the State. In this region, f@ikeadowners and land trust organizations own

properties classified as SNA®me of these lands are owned and managed by the Mississippi Valley
ConservancyMVC).Thelandsare valuable for research and education ase home to rare plants and animals.

> E” !

Vernon County has 8 SNAs and most SNAs
are open to recreational activities unless
otherwise noted and do not require an
entrance fee (except Kickapoo Valley
Reserve). Thesadlude hunting, fishing,
trapping, wild edibles, hiking, cross country
skiing, wildlife viewing, scientific research, and outdoor education. Prohibited are camping, horseback riding,
rock climbing, motorized vehicles, geocaching, and collectingediie plants.

Kickapoo River

Battle BluffState Natural Area

This area is part of 338 acres area located in De Soto with access on Battle Hollow IRisaa dry prairie with

diverse foliage on the Mississippi River west facing bluffs. More than 80 species of natieepbaails have

been identified on this site. It has historical interest because it is the site of one of the Black Hawk War battles. It
is part of a larger statewned parcel that is open to the use including hunting and hiking. There are no

improved trailsor other facilities on the site. It was designated a State Natural Area in 1983.

Bergen Bluff State Natural Area

This30-acreparcel idocatedon a scenic bluff overlooking the Mississippi Rine3toddard off Highway 38.

features a good qualityosithern oak forest, comprised of large red antite oak. As part of a larger tract of
continuous woodlands along the river, the forest is an important stopover site for numerous migratory birds.

¢CKS yIGdzNI £ | NBI LINE @A RS drdslcan KtdpFést, dndizefliiefbéfére canidsigigitheit NS |
migratory journey. Bergen Bluffs is owned by the DNR and was designated a State Natural Area in 2005.

Coon Creek CliffState Natural Area
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Coon Creek Cliffs 27 acres located in Coon Valley wititess on Coulee Ridge Ro#lis parcel features a long
series of large north facing sandstone cliffs, many of which are dripping wet, and supporting a large population
of rare plants. This area was designated a State Natural Area in 1986.

Eagle EyState Natural Area
Eagle Eyes 70 acres on Upper Newton Road
in Viroqua along the North Fork of the Bad
Axe Rivera Class Il trout stream. The site
gets its name from a narrow, horizontal slit irg
a bedrock outcrop at the summit of a aimg
NARISET HpnQ | cARMAUGh (0 K
the ecological values of this site are
noteworthy, seven Native American effigy
mounds are found on the souttacing flank
of the ridge. This area was designated a Sta
Natural Area in 2016.

: EagleEye SNA

Mt. Pisgah Hethock-Hardwood State
Natural Area

This sitas 74 acres located in Wildcat Mountain State Park designated adt®iAtains a relic northern forest
of hemlock, yellow birch, white pine, and the river cliffs harbor several rare plant spkeies desigated

State Natural Area in 1952.

hfR {SGif SNNa h@SNI 22]

ht R { SO0t SNIadre wa@iSa\dhre &op the biuffsibgtween Stoddard and Genoa, has stunning views
of the Mississippi river, plus places to picnic and a couple of short hikitgy Access the park from Spring

Coulee Road off Wisconsin Great River Road Highway 35.
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Romance Pragi State Natural Area

This sites 77 aces located in Genoa off Highway B6features a dry prairie situated onséeep southwest

facing slope overlooking the town of Romance. The thin rock soil supports an excellent variety of dry prairie
species. It was designated a State Natural Area in 2005.

RomanceNoods

Romance Woods includeds-acreproperty owned by the Misssippi Valley Conservancy (MVC), northeast of
Romance Prairie State Natural Arébe land supports healthy populations of whitgled deer, wild turkeys,

and other wildlife available to provide hunting and trapping opportunities for the public. A fdogging road
runs the length of the property, providing an excellent trail for public use for hiking, bird watching, and
snowshoeingThe property also provides refuge for numerous Hgame species such as Neotropical migratory
birds, and other native anial and plant specieRefer to the general use policies provided by MVC when
accessing these lands:

https://www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org/resources/policies

TunnelvilleCliffs State Natural Area
Tunnelville Cliffss 150 acres located in
La Farge on Tunnelville Roddhe land
features an extensive series of east
facing Cambria sandstone cliffs
including a stateghreatened plant
species. Situated above the East Branc
of the Kickapoo River, the cliffs are
shaded by a mixed forest of large white
pine, red oak, yellow bth, basswood,
sugar maple, paper birch, and
ironwood. Seepages can be found alo
the cliff bases. There are also ice cave:s
waterfalls, and a small goat prairie.
Tunnelville Cliffs is owned by the
Mississippi Valley Conservar(@vVC)
and was designated @&tate Natural Area in 200Refer to the general use policies provided by MVC when
accessing these lands:

https://www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org/resources/policies

PUBLCACCESS LANDS

o

fis SN

| Tunnetville Cli

Hunting and Fishing Areas

There are several statewned areas in Vernon County, totally approximately 965 acres which have been
purchased by or given to the DNR for hunting and fishing access, water level control, or for scientific r natura
area preservationAll these sites are open to the public, including hunting and fishing, but there are a few
amenities in the way of marked trails or toilets and drinking water. The following is a list of these sites by Town:

Christiana:
9 Timber Coulee (48 acres) upland timber and trout stream

Coon:
9 Coon Creek Fisheries Area (190 acres) upland timber and trout stream
1 Spring Coulee Fisheries Area (51 acres) upland timber and trout stream
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Franklin
1 Tainter Crek Fisheries Area (133 acres) upland
timber and trout stream
Sterling and Harmony:
f  Purdy Tract (98 acres) scattered upland forest, &
primarily deer habitat :
9 Hornby Creek Tract (192 acres) upland timber
and trout stream, with some active field cropping

Union:
1 hampion Valley Stewardship Forest (54 acres)
upland forest mixed
Wheatland:
1 Battle Island (62 acres) bottomland habitat, useg
for water level management
1 Battle Bluff (30 acres) xeric bluff prairie, SNA
91 Battle Hollow (155 acres) upland timber and troy
stream, SNA

Future plandor these State parcels include active management to maintain a prairie habitat on Battle Bluff,
wildlife habitat improvements on all parcels, and a continuing acquisition program as willing buyers present
properties for sale within the designated projeareas.Map 12 shows trout streams by class in Vernon County.

Check out thanteractive County Fishing Easement Web/Mobile App for

fishing, hunting, and water sportfcationd

Union Center to Hillsboro Bicycle Trall

This 4.5mile screened limestone trail is the former righftway of the Hillsboro and Northeastern Railroad.

When the Chicago and Northwestern Railway line between Reedsburg and Union Center ceased operating, the

H & NE had no linksto therestofthe ha2 y Qa NJ Af &8 &0GSYZXI &-dfwayilsown2dby KI R
the State and operated and maintained by a coalition of Juneau and Vernon Counties and the City of Hillsboro. It
is open to crossountry skiing and snowmobiling in the winter. It pidaes access to bank side fishing areas of

the West Branch of the Baraboo River.

Snowmobile and Equestrian Trails

Vernon County has about 225 miles of snowmobile trails that are maintained by the seven

snowmobile club alliance in the County. The clubs @treaseburg Snowtrailers, Coulee Trbekrail,

Viroqua Ridge Runners, Ocooch Mountain Trail Riders, Kickapoo Valley Riders, Inc., Hillsboro

Trailblazers, and Mt. Tabor Moonlight Ridéree Vernon County Parks Administrator is the coordinator with the
clubs. Each club sets up the traiutes, gets permission from the private landowners and does the marking of
the trails. The State pay250.00 per mile of trail for the upkeep and the grooming of the trails. This money
comes fromsnowmobile registration fes
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Vernon Trails

Vernon Trails is a ngprofit organization committed to developing and maintaining roadways, sustainable trails,

and outdoor recreational opportunities for human powered usétrgs a 100% volunteer run organization where
proceeds go dectly to creating outdoor opportunities for the residents of Vernon County. In the past 14 years
Vernon trails haspenedover 50 miles of shared use trails in Vernon County on both Public land like the

Kickapoo Valley Reserve, Sidie Hollow, and Jersky\&ald Private lands and on private lands like Davidson

Park, Rusty Ridge and Hubbard Hillstnon Trails has organizedn n Q&4 2 F S@Sy da F2NJ NBaAL
includingthe Virogua Community Bike Ride, Syttende Mai Bike Tour, Dairy Roubiax @iadel,andLove

Stomp Snowshoe Everithe organization haseatedyouth opportunities like the Nordic Ski Program, Camp
Bluedog(a mountainbike camp for kid3, anda youth mountainbike team

Fat,Biking"\iernon County:Frail
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7.PlanningInitiatives and Funding Opportunities

The following sectionutlinesVernon County planning initiatives that align with section 1 goalsohjettives
It also expands on the needsd actiondisted insection 6 by park. Tailing the planning initiatives is an inclusive
but not exhaustive list of funding opportunities for recreational development and maintenance activities.

The following improvements are planned for Vernon County Outdoor Recreationifieil

High Priority Actions

T

Improve access to dhe watersheds and navigable streams for recreational boaters and
canoers/kayakers. Construction of developed boat ramps and landings with parking access for
motorized boats and for canoes/kayaks couldinle signs, maps, and parking.

Provide and promote public fishing opportunities on public waters. Provide access to the Vernon County
watersheds, fishable ponds, and the Mississippi River and backwater areas. Proposed improvements
would include land acgsition, parking areas, boat landings, shore fishing opportunities, ice fishing,
signs, and maps.

Provide and promote public trout stream fishing opportunities on local trout streams. Proposed
improvements would include easements and/or land acquisiti@nkimg areas, trout stream habitat
restoration projects, signs, and maps.

Campsite expansion in ndlood prone areas. Addition of facilities for full heog camping and

bathroom buildings with showers.

Medium Priority Actions

T
1
)l

Acquire land for public ahtrail development (Biking, Hiking, and Mtlltse Trails)

Repair and replace parks equipment. Addition of parks playgrounds that are accessible for everyone.
Continue to improve and maintain existing snowmobile and ATV motorized trail routes to increase
safety, post signs, construct bridges, provide access and/or parking, develop maps, and maintenance of
vegetation management. Upgrade trails with bridge crossings across waterways and wetlands.

New building for Parks department to greet visitors and carap€his will be a building with County

Parks information and also a place that will house all parks maintenance equipment.

Develop and maintain permeant stay cabins and yurts at county parks for weekly stays for all seasons to
help promote fall, winter ad spring actives within the county parks.

Low Priority Actions

T

Continue to explore opportunities to develop County and local parks for public use. Sites could include:
Picnic grounds, campgrounds, other recreational sporting parks, water access [Hitlesdess,

beaches, Historic sites, performing arts stage.

Develop new and continue to maintain existing crosantry ski trails with good partnership efforts.

Trails require maintenance in off seasons to trim back overgrown branches, and wintettitouedy

groom trails with appropriate tracked equipment for both skate skiing and classic skiing tracks.

County Parks Dock#\dding to docks at Blackhawk Park for more seasonal boat slips. Newdmbafor
publicboat landing at Blackhawk County ParkemNdocks at county parks that are less prone to being
damaged during a flood event. Addition of 2 boat landing docks made of concrete that will with stand
flooding.

Kayak anagtanoe landing and rental facility at Sidie Hollow Lake. Seasonal kayak and canoe storage for
local people to have a place to leave them long term.
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1

Continue to improve and maintain existing snowmobile and ATV motorized trail routes to increase
safety, possigns, construct bridges, provide access and/or parking, develop maps, and maintenance of
vegetation management. Upgrade trails with bridge crossings across waterways and wetlands.

RELATED PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ORGANIZATION PLANS

Friendsof Vernon County Parks and Forests:

Projectsand InitiativesWithin County-Owned Parksand Forests:

1
T

= =4 =
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Increase mapandtrail signage
Increase public utilization of parks and promote tourism by:
o Qultivating an active social media presence
0 Hosting organize@ventsandworkdays to provide structured opportunities for participants to
become familiar with the parks spaces (outdoor concerts, yoga sessionglamng, winter
hikes etc.)
0 Merchandising that enhances Vernon County parks' public profile-(tagl bandanas,-shirts,
stickers, etc.)
Improved trail maintenance to help ensure trail accessibility throughout the year
Trail network expansion
Habitat conservation, e.g.:
0 Stream water quality
o0 Invasive species management (both terrestrial and aquatic)
0 Treeplanting
0 Cleanup days
Facilities enhancements (fishing piers, accessibility for persons with disabilities, etc.)
Jersey Valley dam restoration to help regain access to water sports on emungd properties
Advocate for policies on the local and state level that promote conservation and access to natural
spaces

Kickapoo Valley Reserve
Projects andnitiatives:

)l
)l
)l

Redesign the interactive exhibits in the KVR Visitor Center
Open a Forest Charter School (planned 2021) with the La Farge School District
Install a river access site near La Farge with improved features to support issues related to aging or
disabilities
Work with the Monroe County Climate Change Task Force to improve monitoring and alerts for flood
forecasting in the Kickapoo Watershed
Work with UW Madison to demonstrate upland practices that minimize flood damage and danger to
recreationists ad the trails they enjoy
Highlight outdoor recreation opportunities yeaound;
0 Winter ¢ guided hikes to ice formations, snowshoeing, cross country skiing, snowmobiling, fat
tire biking
0 Springg bird watching, spring ephemerals, turkey hunting, trout ifigh
o0 Summerc all outdoor activities
o Fallg trail riding, leaf peeping, huntindoraging, etc.
Support and create special events like the Dam Challenge Triathlon, guided hikes, and tours for all ages
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Mississippi Valley Conservancy
Projects andnitiatives:
I Native habitat restoration
1 Invasive species removal
1 Improve signage
1 Encourage people to use MVC lands for outdoor classrooms

Vernon County Economic Development Strategy
Projects and Initiatives:

1 Tourism is a targeted industry cluster fxpansion: with focus on Outdoor Recreation.

1 There is a strong tourism industry in the Driftless Area. Much focus on outdoor recreation/activities and
the scenic qualities of the area. The strategy states that there is a great deal of potential to &x@and
promotion of outdoor recreation to reach a larger market. This sector holds promise to bring new
NE@SydzS (2 GKS O2dzyieqQa 20t NBOGFAfIZ RAYAYy3d Saf
business districts and increase sales tax cotiasti

1 Prepare a regional tourism plan that enhances visitation and spending

T Tourism is one of the three primary industry clusters found within Vernon County and the region.
Vernon County will advocate for expanded and improved efforts to understand the tpaotential and
development needs that will result in an increase in visitors, longer stays, and increased spending

f Conduct a marketing and public relations campaign

1 Vernon County will undertake a broader marketing and public relations campagrhtamnce its
recognition and reputation as a dynamic and innovative rural community. Raising its profile, statewide
and regionally, will help to attract visitors, new residents, and investment.

Economic Development Strategy Vernon County, Wiscemsitopted by Vernon County Board July of 2018

Vernon County 15 Year Comprehensive Land Use Plan
Projects and Initiatives:
9 Maintain current facilities and develop additional facilities
1 Maintain existing water access points
1 Enforcement needs:
o Cameras or extra summer help to enforce fees, vandalization, or otherwise
9 Staff needs:
0 Seasonal or fulltime staff for maintenance of cagmunds, train systems, and amenities
9 Campgrounds:
o Development of new full hookup sites as well as new facilities to account for increased use
M1 Parks:
0 New recreational use areas for all recreationalist, acquisitions, campgrounds, and otherwise
9 Trails:
0 New trails designated for both recreational use and utilitarian use such as access or logging may
be needed

Vernon County Land and Water Resource Management Plan
Projects and Initiatives:
1 Work to provide Vernon County citizens and visitors witlréased access to recreational opportunities
to give them a richer outdoor experience while protecting and restoring valuable ecosystems
1 Establish a more efficient fee collection system
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o0 Expand the camping sa#gistration system, donation system, andet fee collection (as
needed) throughout the County Parks
1 Secure funds for parks improvements
o0 Expand camping areas as is feasible, improve/maintain existing facilities, dredging as needed,
etc.
1 Develop and maintain swimming beaches throughout the County
o Improve swimming beaches at Jersey Valley and develop swimming area at Sidie Hollow
1 Manage campgrounds on County properties
o Continue (and expand as feasible) management of campsites at County Park properties
1 Oversee Blackhawk Park County Property Bodt Landing
o Administer lease and maintain boat landing area
1 Manage the MultiUse Trail Park between Westby and Viroqua
o0 Operate, maintain, and improve the park facilities at the wayside along the MUT tralil
1 Implement outdoor/environmental education opportities at County Parks
o Park improvement projects and educational programs as they arise
1 Work with the Vernon County Friends of Group to help host events and fundraising
0 Utilize the new Friends of Vernon County Parks group to work with them on events and
fundraising goals for the parks and forests
1 Increase cooperation between partners to expand and improve recreation opportunities in the County
o Continue to seek grants to improve habitat work on both County and State lands
1 Increase public access to good quatitreams and land to increase recreational opportunities
throughout the County
o Continue to take20/20-yearCounty fishing easements. Purchase additional land adjacent to
County land when it becomes available
I Maintain/Repair County easement areas
0 As neededhabitat work is found in need of repair on County easements and funds will be
secured to assist landowners with those repairs
1 Promote hunting, fishing, and trapping opportunities in the County to ensuretiemmg viability of these
recreational opporturties
o Allow public hunting, fishing, and trapping at designated times in County Parks
1 Practice sustainable forestry on County Forest land
0 Mark, bid out, and administer timber sales on County Forest properties
9 Acquire contiguous County Forest lands
0 As the oportunity arises, coordinate acquisition of additional land for inclusion in the County
Forest program

Vernon County Land Information Plan
Projects and Initiatives:
9 Participate in a mulicounty LIiDAR acquisition project (planned for 2020)
o Important for recreational trail development and maintenance, water runoff and erosion
modeling, identifying safety hazards
1 Developseveral public facing and internal web map applications using Web AppBuilder for ArcGIS
o0 Planned but not limited to applicaths for County parks and recreation, emergency response
and damage inspection, road signs maintained by the County
1 Perform watershed modeling
o Focus on identifying high priority areas for additional conservation and flood mitigation
practices
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Develop disastr/flood damage mapping

Develop County park/forest trails data

Maintain annual software licensing and support with ESRI software for mapping of County lands and
public access to these maps

1 Support and fund the Land Information Office staff positions ftargaretirement benefits, and health
insurance costs

= =4 =

Vernon Trails
Projects and Initiatives:
1 Trail expansion on public and private lands
1 Expansion ofat bikingtrail network at the VFW
1 Signage andchapping for all project
9 Creation of &/ernon Trails Adventure Map
o Create mw road cycling routes
o Feature off road adventuresn the map
1 Create a pmp track
1 Promotion/Marketing Focus:
o Promotion of Disc Golf as a destination
0 Active Marketing of Winter Sports
A Snowshoeing
A Fat Biking
A Nordic Skiing
1 VTAQ; Vernon Trails Area Composite Mountain Bike Team
o Continue to work with Vernon County Schools to recruit and grow this team sport
9 Cycling infrastructure
0 Bike lanes in the City
o Safe route to schools
o Connection to Coon Prairie
1 Comprehasive TraiDevelopment Plan
o Essential to big funding and donor potential
0 Volunteer enthusiasm surrounding a comprehensive plan
o Essential for land stakeholders
1 / NB I (a8 toplayémadel fortrail users
o If not a part of local budgets, trails need to hméled and exploring on both public and private
lands the best way to implement
1 Continue with maintaining and creating events that add value and meaning to the communities we
sene
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Funding Programs Funding for recreational development can come fif
severalsources both public and private. Most funding for this type of
development comes from public local funds. Primarily, local funds co
from a number of sources including the saldohds, allocations from
the local tax base, and donations from individuals and organizations.
Nortlocal funding can come from a number of

sources, either in the form of a grant or a loan. Currently, the DNR, th
U.S. Fish and Wildlife, and Rural Develept{RDA) provide
competitive funding relating to outdoor recreation.

The Wisconsin Waterways Commission is a good source of funding f
acquiring and improving those amenities that primarily benefit

Did You Know?

OutWiGo is a statewide initiative encouraging
people to improve their overall health and
wellness by being active in the outdoors.

Since launching in May 2018, over 2,000
residents have pledged to be active in
Wisconsin's Parks, Forests and Trails.
OutWiGo aims to reach additional users
through outreach, partnership events and
social media marketing.

Learn more at:
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/outwigo.html

recreational boaters in the state. Boat ramps, laursshgarking lots,
restrooms, and other boating related improvements can be 50% fund|
under this quarterly grant program administered by the WDNR.

Wi

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resourcesigin source of funishg for outdoor recreation facilities.

The Stewardship Program, administered by the DNR, is a fund designed to provide opportunities for outdoor
recreation, protect land sensitive to environmental degradation, conserve and restordemidbitat and

protect water quality. As a prerequisite to the following WDNR funding programs, applicants must first submit a
comprehensive outdoor recreation plan, such as this plan, or a master plan that has been approved by
resolution by a local goveing unit, or a plan of a higher unit of government. Applicants submitting qualifying
comprehensive outdoor recreation plans or master plans may receive eligibility to apply for funding for up to
five years. The DNR's priority for funding is land acouiisifollowed by facility development. Outdoor

recreation grant programs currently administered by the DNR include:

All-Terrain Vehicle (ATYyogramprovides funds to accommodate -#drrain vehicles through the acquisition,
insurance, development, andaimtenance of alterrain vehicle trails and areas, including routes.

ATV Enforcement Patrgrovides grants to county sheriffs for-&dirrain vehicle patrols.

County Conservation Aiggovidesfunds to counties or recognized Indian tribes to camy fish or wildlife
management projects that enhance fish and wildlife habitat or fishing and hunting opportunities.

Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoratiprmovides funding for sport fish restoration and boating access including the
construction of boatandings and fishing piers.

Recreational Boating Facilities Prograpmovides funds to local units of government and qualified lake
associations for the construction of capital improvements to provide safe recreational boating facilities. The
program aso provides financial assistance for feasibility studies related to the development of safe recreational
boating facilities, purchase of aquatic weed harvesting equipment, purchase of navigation 58 aids, dredging of
channels of waterways, and chemical tie&nt of Eurasian water milfoil.
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Recreational Trails Programrovides funds for motorized and nemotorized recreation trail rehabilitation, trail
maintenance, trail development, and trail acquisition.

Snowmobile Trail Aidprovide funds to maintaitrail systems that provide passage through a county and
connections with adjacent counties.

County Snowmobile Enforcement Patrpl®vide funds for county snowmobile patrols functioning as a law
enforcement unit for the enforcement of Ch. 350, Wis. Stat

Stewardship Local Assistanc&cquisition and Development of Local Parks Stewardstopides funding to
acquire land, rights in land, and develop public outdoor recreation areas for nbaiged outdoor recreation
purposes.

Stewardship Loc#ssistance Urban Rivers Stewardship Local Assistapia®/ides funds for the acquisition of
land in urban areas. Projects focus on providing access for the greatest number of patsetiahndroviding
the greatest opportunities for naturbased outdor recreation.

Stewardship Local Assistanddrban Greenspace Stewardship Local Assist@moeides funds for the
acquisition of land in and around urban areas. Projects focus on providing access for the greatest number of
potential users androvidingthe greatest opportunities for naturbased outdoor recreation.

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWg@Byides financial assistance to state agencies, counties, villages,
towns, school districts, cities, and Indian tribes for the acquisition andloeresnt of public outdoor recreation
areas and facilities. The program provides up to 50 percent reimbursement grants for approved state and local
projects. Competition for LWCF funds is on a statewide basis.

Rural DevelopmerAdministration (USDARural Development)

The USDA provides a loan program, which provides Community Facility Project Loans to applicants with areas of
less than 20,000 people, for the purpose of constructing, enlarging, or improving community fefoititieslth

care, public safety, or public services. These loans should be secured with bonds or notes pledging taxes,
assessments, or revenues.

There are many Rural Development program that are different areas of community development that could
provideloans, or possibly grants, if criteria are met for income and utility rates, for facilities in the communities
that are smaller in size. 59 Coastal Management Program, Department of Administration

Transportation Assistance Program (TAP) Wisconsin Degattof Transportation

This program provides funds for ndraditional projects within programs called the Safe Routes to School
Program, Transportation Enhancements, and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Program. The TAP program
provides up to 80 pergd reimbursement grants for approved projects that targeinsportationoriented

pedestrian and bicycle planning and construction projects.

Community Development Block Grant, Department of Administration

This program funds support infrastructure andifdy projects for communities. Examples of eligible projects

include improvements, repairs, or expansions of streets, drainage systems, water and sewer systems, sidewalks,
and community centers.
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8.Maps

Map 1 AvabncheCounty Park

608.637.5480
www.vernoncounty.org

AVALANCHE COUNTY PARK

Vernon County, Wisconsin

D Park Boundary

= Prairie Trail 0.5 mi
= \Waterways

wai

i Parking

00s 0o0s 0.1 Mies
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Cartograger. Mocique Hamoran  Dete

Jase 3000
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Town Road

E Full hookup site
=== County Road

n Self registration

g Boat Slip
m Parking area

*Note: 37 boat slips available*
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Map 3 Duck Egg County Par
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Trails
= Chaseburg Saddle Club Trail Trail Intersection Points

Dave's Pass
Bridge
Duck Egg Trail
= === Loggers Loop Dam
s |Ower Springville Trai >
Parking area
= === Prairie Edge T
== == Springville T Picnic area
« Stagecoach Line
Roads
Town Road Scenic overview

Restrooms

Maintenance Road f 3 Park Boundary




Map 4 Esofea/Rentz Memorial Pa
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