10. THE FORT MCCOY REGION’S RECREATION

AND LEISURE OPPORTUNITIES

FORT MCCOY

Located in the Best

|

Four Season Region in the Nation

An abundance of recreation and leisure
opportunities has made Western Wisconsin a
Midwest tourist destination. The Fort McCoy Region
has numerous recreational and leisure opportunities for
all walks of life and interests. Whether an individual’s
interests are passive or active activities, the area
provides ample opportunities. It is this diverse
recreational and scenic environment that attracts people
to western Wisconsin and creates a quality of life that is
unsurpassed. Such an area will assist Fort McCoy in
recruiting military personnel, maintaining morale and
increase military employee retention.

The Fort McCoy Region has thirteen public golf
courses to choose from. Five courses are nine hole
courses and eight courses are regulation eighteen hole
courses. The golf courses vary in difficulty, so all skill
levels will be challenged. All the courses exhibit natural
beauty as they are located within the scenic hidden
valleys and rolling ridges of the region. Seven of the

Sparta’s Popular Municipal Golf Course is one of
Many in the Fort Mc Coy Region

courses are located in and around the City of La Crosse.
The Tomah area has three golf courses, while the City of
Sparta has the Sparta Municipal Golf Course, which is
considered one of the finest public golf courses in the
state. In addition, more than fifteen other golf courses
are located within a short drive of the Fort McCoy
Region.

The Fort McCoy Region is rich in wildlife and wildlife
habitat with thousands of acres of state and county
forests providing public hunting opportunities. In
Jackson County alone, there are over 200,000 acres of
public land available for hunting. The oak and pine forests
along with the rolling cropland provide excellent habitat for
numerous species of game.

Wisconsin is recognized as one of the premier deer
hunting states in the Nation and the Fort McCoy Region
is home to a thriving deer herd.  Whitetail deer can be
harvested with either a gun, muzzleloader or bow. In the
Fort McCoy Region, whitetail deer populations range from
38 to 53 deer per square mile and annually over 4.1
whitetail bucks are harvested per square mile. Only a mere
60 minutes away is the famous Zone 61 in Buffalo County,
Wisconsin, where annually some of the largest scoring
whitetail bucks are harvested.

In the spring, Wisconsin offers six weeks of hunting eastern
wild turkeys. Gobbling can be heard from February to June
throughout the forests and rolling hills. Depending on the
season hunted, hunter success ranges from 25% to 40%.
In addition to excellent whitetail deer and eastern wild turkey
hunting, waterfowl hunting for duck and geese is excellent
in the region. Grouse, pheasant, and small game are also
plentiful in the area.

Whether a fisherman enjoys lake, stream or river
fishing the Fort McCoy Region has plenty of options for
all anglers. Excellent Brown Trout and Brook Trout fishing
can be found in many of the Class |, Class II, and Class Il
trout streams that flow through the hills and valleys. In
Jackson County alone there are over 250 miles of trout
fishing streams with over 95 miles being Class | water. Fly-
fishing for the various species of trout is very popular in the
region.

The ample supply of lakes, rivers and flowages in the
region supply anglers with excellent opportunities to
catch musky, walleye, northern pike, largemouth bass,
smallmouth bass, and panfish. In the winter, these
waters provide excellent ice fishing locations. The Black
River that flows through the region is known for its
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musky, walleye and smallmouth bass. Lake Onalaska is
famous for pan fishing.

The region’s lakes, rivers and streams provide a
forum for a variety of water-based activities. The
areas lakes and Mississippi River provide ample
opportunities for water skiing, jet skiing, or boating. The
areas rivers and streams are known for scenic canoeing
and kayaking as they wind through the valleys. The

Black River, La Crosse River and Kickapoo River are the
most popular rivers in the region to canoe/kayak.

Boating on the Mississippi River

In the Fort McCoy Region on just about any weekend
a local community festival can be found. The
festivals celebrate local events and past historical
happenings. All of the festivals are a source of local
pride and demonstrate the local resident's commitment
to community in addition to enhancing the quality of life
in the area. Following is a description of a few of the
larger regional and community festivals.

Monroe, Jackson and La Crosse County Fairs -
Wisconsin has a long history of county fairs and the Fort
McCoy Region is no different. Monroe, Jackson, and La
Crosse counties each annually put on a county fair. The
fairs provide animal displays and competitions, arts and
crafts, food displays and competitions, demolition
derbies, carnival rides and notable music entertainers.
The fairs attract thousands of people and usually last
four to five days.

Sparta Butterfest - In the second week of June, the City
of Sparta annually hosts its “Butterfest.” The event has
been held for twenty years and is one of the region’s
most popular festivals. The event has activities such as
arts and crafts, flea market, auto show, food tent,

parade, softball, horseshoe and golf tournaments, a
carnival and live entertainment.

Wisconsin _Dairyland National _Tractor/truck Pull
(Tomah) - The City of Tomah is home to the Wisconsin
Dairyland National Tractor/Truck Pull. The tractor/truck
pull is held each June and is the number one rated
tractor/truck pull in the Nation. Competitors travel from
across the United States and Canada to compete in the
annual event.

Warrens Cranberry Festival - The Village of Warren’s
has the largest concentration of cranberry marshes in the
area. Each year in late September the Warrens
Cranberry Festival is held and attracts more than
100,000 visitors. One of the main attractions of the
event is over 1,200 booths that are set up that feature
arts and crafts, food and cranberry products. The event
celebrates the region’s rich cranberry heritage.

City of La Crosse Oktoberfest and Riverfest - The City of
La Crosse holds two large celebrations annually that
attract thousands of visitors to the area. Riverfest is held
over the 4t of July along the Mississippi River at
Riverside Park in La Crosse. Activities include music,
demonstrations, games, food and fireworks. Oktoberfest
is held in late September and early October each year. It
is a nine day festival that draws thousands of visitors.
Oktoberfest visitors will enjoy great food and music
entertainment as well as displays, games, rides and
large parades.

The Fort McCoy Region offers a variety of theaters,
museums, and art centers for entertainment. There
are seven movie theatres in the region with over 32
screens to view the most recent motion picture releases.
The movie theatres are located in La Crosse, Tomah,
Sparta and Black River Falls.

Area residents are active in their support of local
performance theatres. The Fort McCoy Region boasts
four community theatres. The Falls Players Community
Theatre is based in Black River Falls. It showcases local
talent and produces three major plays a year. In 1976
Fort McCoy founded the Area Community Theatre
(ACT). The ACT has civilian and military performers that
present three to four plays a year. The City of La Crosse
has the La Crosse Community Theatre that produces
seven shows during the September to June season. The
Village of Holmen has the Holmen Community Theatre
which produces plays for the summer months.
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The region also has two dance theatres that provide
such productions as the “Nutcracker’ and “Sleeping
Beauty.” The Monroe-Jackson Dance Theatre was
founded in Tomah and sponsors performances
throughout the region. The La Crosse Dance Theatre
has been performing for local residents for over fifteen
years.

Local museums offer an excellent look at the region’s
past and contribute to the area’s heritage. The
museums are located throughout the region. Some of
the more popular museums in the region are the Deke
Slayton Memorial Space and Bike Museum, the Harris
G. Allen Telecommunications Historical Museum,
Wisconsin Cranberry Discovery Center, Norskedalen,
Fort McCoy Historical Center, Little Falls Railroad and
Doll Museum, Children’s Museum of La Crosse and the
Gideon Hixon House.

Within the Fort McCoy Region is a great appreciation of
fine arts. This is demonstrated by the local theatres and
art galleries. The Pump House in La Crosse is
maintained by the Pump House Regional Arts Center
which provides fine art venues to the Fort McCoy
Region. The Pump House has four art galleries and a
140 seat theatre. Also, located in the City of La Crosse
is the Viterbo University Fine Arts Center which houses a
main theatre, a recital hall, a theatre for plays, and
several art galleries. The City of Black River Falls has
the Lunda Theatre, a 570 seat auditorium, which is used
by local groups and organizations for cultural events.

The Fort McCoy Region also offers excellent
symphony music, orchestras, and choirs. The La
Crosse Symphony Orchestra was founded back in 1898
and has performed classical music for the region ever
since. The La Crosse Symphony Orchestra provides
residents with live performances of some of the world’s
greatest music. The La Crosse Symphony Orchestra is
very versatile as it performs opera concerts and pops
concerts as well.  Orchestra experiences are also
available for the youth in the region as the La Crosse
Youth Symphony Orchestra performs two concerts
annually.

The Fort McCoy Region is home to several choral
groups. The Coulee Chordsmen is a choral group of
more than 50 men that sing a cappella in barbershop
harmony style.  The Coulee Chordsmen perform
throughout the area. The La Crosse Choral Union is a
community chorus of students and adults that perform a

winter and spring concert.  Available for the youth
performers in the region are the La Crosse Boyschoir
and the La Crosse Girlschoir.

The three county area around Fort McCoy provides a
variety of shopping opportunities. A regional mall is
located in the City of La Crosse and various other local
retail centers are located in cities and villages in the
region. Treasure hunters enjoy the area because of the
many antique shops and flea markets. Unique gifts are
available in the numerous specialty shops in the region.
Amish settlements provide a rare opportunity to
purchase many handmade quilts, candies and furniture
pieces.

The Fort McCoy Region offers some of the best
bicycling opportunities in the Midwest. The City of
Sparta is known as the “Bicycling Capitol of America.”
Wisconsin’s 32 mile Elroy-Sparta State Trail travels
through Sparta. It was the first rails to trails (railroad
track to bike trail) conversion in the nation. The Elroy-
Sparta State Trail is part of a much larger trail network.
It is connected to the 13 mile Omaha Trail, the 22 mile
400 State Trail, the 21.5 mile La Crosse River State

B e
Remodeled Depot serving as a rest stop and informa-
tion center on the famous Elroy-Sparta bike trail

Trail, and the 24 mile Great River State Trail. This trail
system provides over 110 miles of uninterrupted bike
trails from Reedsburg to Trempealeau in western
Wisconsin. Bicyclists along the trails will see hidden
valleys, travel through railroad tunnels and bicycle along
the Mississippi River.

The Fort McCoy Region also offers many other bicycling
adventures. The town and county roads in the region
can be bicycled by individuals who can make up their
own travel routes. In addition, off-road bikers will find an
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abundance of mountain bike trails particularly in the
Black River State Forest.

In the winter season, the Fort McCoy Region offers
great nordic skiing, alpine skiing, and snowmobiling.
With the various biking, hiking, and snowmobile trails in
the Fort McCoy Region, cross county skiing enthusiasts
have an easy time locating scenic trails for skiing. For
downhill skiers and snowboarders, Mt. La Crosse offers
the most challenging downhill slopes in the region with a
516-foot vertical drop.  Whitetail Ridge located in Fort
McCoy is popular for snowboarding, snow tubing and
downhill skiing.

Hundreds of miles of groomed snowmobile trails exist in
the Fort McCoy Region. Several of the scenic bicycle
trails are utilized for snowmobiling. In addition, local
clubs maintain an intricate system of trails that connect
just about every city and village in the region. The local
trail network is connected to the to the State Trail System
which provides miles of snowmobile pleasure.

The Fort McCoy Region has two asphalt racing tracks
that hold weekly auto racing events. The Tomah/Sparta
Speedway is a /2 mile semi-banked asphalt oval located in
Tomah. The La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway located in
West Salem is Wisconsin's only sanctioned racetrack. The
speedway has two ovals; a 5/8 mile asphalt oval and a /4
mile inner oval. The track is visited by thousands of
spectators and is used weekly by the NASCAR Weekly
Racing Series Late Models.

If camping is desired there is no better location than
the Fort McCoy Region with over 2,000 sites
available. From primitive wilderness camping to full
service hook ups ample room is available. Camping
sites can be found in private campgrounds and public
state and county parks/forests. All the sites are located
amidst the vast recreational resources of the area.

Goose Island County Park is an example of the great
camping opportunities in the Fort McCoy Region. The
710 acre county park is located along the backwaters of
the Mississippi River.  The park has 400 campsites
available which makes it the largest county operated
campground in the State of Wisconsin. The park has
over 200 acres devoted to picnic sites and field games.
In addition, visitors can walk the nature trails, paddle the
6 mile canoe tralil, fish the backwaters or just relax and
enjoy the view of the federal wildlife refuge. Yogi Bear
Jellystone campground located near Warrens with its

700 campsites, swimming pool, lake and waterslides is
another popular campground.

T N e v
High Quality Camping Opportunities are Plentiful
in the Fort Mc Coy Region

Lake Wazee, Wisconsin’s deepest inland lake, is a
unique man-made freshwater lake located in
Jackson County. Lake Wazee was formed by the
reclamation of an old iron mine. The lake reaches a
depth of 355 feet with visibility of up to 40 feet. Lake
Wazee has crystal clear water and has become known
as the Midwest's finest location for scuba diving.
Remnants and artifacts of the old mining operation can
be seen through the pristine water. The lake is also an
excellent fishing resource.

Lake Wazee is Crystal Clear and 355 Feet Deep

North America’s longest river the Mississippi and the
Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish
Refuge is located 30 minutes from Fort McCoy. Besides
being of functional transportation value to the Fort McCoy
Region, the Mississippi River and the Upper Mississippi
River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge provides an
abundance of recreational opportunities. The wildlife and
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fish refuge encompasses over 200,000 acres of backwaters
and islands stretching the whole length of the Mississippi
River in the Fort McCoy Region.

Lake Onalaska located on the Mississippi River

Sight Seeing/Bird Watching - The Mississippi River is
one of the most scenic rivers in Nation. The Great River
Road (State Highway 35) travels along the river offering
many vantage points to view the scenery. Everything
can be seen, from barges carrying cargo on the river to
bald eagles soaring along the bluffs. Numerous state
parks, county parks, and wildlife refuges are located
along the river that provide great vantage points for bird
watchers.

Hunting and Fishing - The Mississippi River is an excellent
year round fishing resource with anglers catching a variety
of fish; walleye, northern pike, largemouth bass, small
mouth bass, crappie, sunfish and catfish to name a few.

Numerous local bass and walleye tournaments are held
on the Mississippi throughout the spring, summer and
fall. In addition, the Cabela’s Masters Walleye Circuit
and the Wal-Mart FLW Tour Bass Fishing Everstart
Series regularly schedule fishing tournaments on the
Mississippi River in the La Crosse area.

The Mississippi River is also abundant with wildlife. The
river is comprised of many miles of backwater and
wetlands which make it an ideal area to hunt ducks and
geese. The Mississippi River serves as a flyway for
Canadian geese and Snow geese as well as a variety of
ducks (mallards, canvas backs, etc.). The many islands
on the river are also habitat for whitetail deer.

Water Sports - The Mississippi River provides some of
the best opportunities for water-based activities in the

region. Canoe and kayak enthusiasts enjoy paddling
through the expansive backwaters and hundreds of
islands.  Recreational boaters travel the river in
houseboats, pontoons, yachts, speedboats and fishing
boats. A sailboat can even be seen from time to time.
Jet skiing, water skiing and tubing are other popular
water based activities that are common on the river.

Lodging and Camping - Numerous hotels and bed and
breakfasts are available along the Mississippi. If a
person’s interest is to stay right on the river, rustic
camping (no fee) is available on the hundreds of islands
in the refuge. In addition, many state parks, county
parks and private parks provide camping sites.

The Wisconsin Dells recreation activities are just a
short drive away. Within an hours drive of Fort McCoy
is the Wisconsin Dells, one of the largest family vacation
areas in the Midwest. The Wisconsin Dells offers the
Nation’s largest indoor waterparks, scenic river tours, jet
boat rides, and exhilarating roller coasters.

Additional recreation and leisure activities in the region
are swimming, all terrain vehicle (ATV) trails, horseback
riding trails, walking and hiking trails, driving tours, state
parks, county parks, and municipal parks. As
demonstrated, the Fort McCoy Region has a seemingly
endless supply of recreation and leisure activities all
which make the area unique and enhance the quality of
life.

The Fort McCoy Region offers many places of
worship. This is demonstrated by the diversity and
number of places to worship in the region. In 2003, there
were over 225 places of worship in the Fort McCoy
Region.

Fort McCoy Region has affordable regional lodging
accommodations. There are over 75 businesses that
can provide lodging accommodations in the Fort McCoy
and Volk Field area. As the table on the following pages
show, a conservative estimate identifies that there are
over 3,000 rooms available with a wide variable of rates.
Rates begin as low as $35 and can go as high as $200+
for a night's stay. There are accommodations available
to fit any need. Amenities available include restaurants,
lounge/bar facility, indoor and outdoor pools, indoor
waterpark, whirlpools, saunas, cable TV, meeting and
conference rooms, high speed Internet, boating, cross
county and down hill skiing. A comprehensive inventory
of these lodging accommodations is listed in Table 10.1.
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